


Alzheimer’s Disease: Public Safety and Emergency Response

 

To improve the safety of individuals with Alzheimer’s, the 
Alzheimer’s Association and the MedicAlert Foundation have 
created an alliance to bring you MedicAlert® + Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation Safe Return®.  This program provides assistance whether 
a person becomes lost locally or far from home. A toll-free crisis 
number is available 24-hours a day, every day.

When a person with dementia wanders or becomes lost, 
one call immediately activates a community support 
network to help reunite the lost person with his or her 
caregiver.

When a person is found, a citizen or law official calls 
the toll-free 24-hour emergency response number on 
the identification product and the individual’s family or 
caregivers are contacted. 

The nearest Alzheimer’s Association office provides support during 
search and rescue efforts. In addition, should medical attention be 
required, access to a personal health record is immediately available. 
There is an initial enrollment fee of $49.95, with a $25 annual 
renewal fee. Grants are available for those who need financial 
assistance. To enroll in the program, call 1-888-572-8566, call 
your local Alzheimer’s Association, or visit the National website 
at www.alz.org.

State of the art technology is being used to save lives.
Project Lifesaver International 
was established in April 1999, as an 
initiative of the 43rd Virginia Search 
and Rescue (SAR) Company of the 
Chesapeake Sheriff’s Office. Proj-
ect Lifesaver places state-of-the-art 
personalized radio transmitters on 
identified persons who are at risk 
of wandering away from their 
homes and becoming lost. 

The average time it takes for a 
person to be found using this tech-
nology is 30 minutes.

Since its development in Chesa-
peake, many cities and counties 
in Virginia have adopted Project 
Lifesaver and been trained by the 
43rd SAR. Grants are available for 

those in need of financial assistance. For more information about 
Project Lifesaver call (757) 546-5502, or 1-877-580-LIFE. 

www.projectlifesaver.org

SAR provides an invaluable resource to local law 
enforcement.

The Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management coordinates a statewide 

network of trained search and 
rescue resources, available to assist 

law enforcement in searches for 
lost Alzheimer’s/dementia sub-
jects. State search resources are 

provided without cost to localities. 
For additional information call the 

SAR Coordinator at (804) 674-2422. 
During SAR emergencies, you may contact the state emergency 
operation center at 1-800-468-8892. 

www.dbs_sar.com

Alzheimer’s is a disease of  

the brain that causes a  

steady decline in memory.  

Nearly 5.3 million Americans  

have Alzheimer’s. This  

number will grow to  

14 million by 2050.
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