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To: Criminal Justice Services Board Grants Committee 

From: Laurel Marks, Manager, Office of Safer Communities and Youth Services 

Date: February 27, 2025 

Re: Children’s Justice Act Grant Program (CJA) - One-Time Grant 

 

The purpose of this Children’s Justice Act (CJA) one-time grant funding opportunity is to support 
child-serving entities in the following areas:  

 Trauma-informed child friendly spaces,  

 Forensic interview equipment,  

 Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Development and Enhancement, and 

 Volunteer Support and Recruitment. 
Further, because of the source of funding, these grants must support improvement of the 
investigation, prosecution, and judicial handling of child abuse and neglect cases.  

  
DCJS received 36 applications totaling $628,295. After reviewing the applications, staff 
recommends approval of 25 applications totaling $380,078. 
 
Eleven applications are recommended for denial.  Applicants that requested unallowable 
expenses or those that did not clearly justify the request for funds were not selected for 
funding. 
 
In summary, DCJS staff request approval to fund 25 grant applications for the 6-month period 
(4/1/25-9/30/25), totaling $380,078, using Federal CJA funds allocated for this purpose. 
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n
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van
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 en
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igh
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u
ality 
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d
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re w
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-b
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 access to
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terview
s, en

su
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o
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m
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n

 an
d

 

stream
lin

ed
 case m

an
agem

en
t. D

esign
ed

 fo
r sen

sitive cases, th
e system

 im
p

ro
ves th

e ab
ility 

to
 cap

tu
re critical d

etails, su
p

p
o

rts tran
sp

aren
cy in

 th
e in

vestigative p
ro

cess, an
d

 facilitates 

co
llab

o
ratio

n
 w

ith
 p

ro
secu

to
rs an

d
 ch

ild
 ad

vo
cacy p

artn
ers. It rep

resen
ts a sign

ifican
t 

u
p

grad
e in

 tech
n

o
lo

gy to
 b

etter serve vu
ln

erab
le victim

s an
d

 ach
ieve ju

stice.
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 C
u
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ild
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o
m
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 b

e co
n
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cted
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u
lp

ep
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o
u

n
ty. M
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re th
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ild

ren
 w
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in
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d
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u
ld

 h
ave b

en
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ace. 
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t fu
n
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 b
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n

d
itio

n
s
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e C
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 is a ch
ild

-fo
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sed
 settin

g d
esign

ed
 to

 p
ro

vid
e a safe an

d
 co

m
fo

rtab
le n

eu
tral p

lace 

w
h

ere services can
 b

e o
ffered

 to
 ch

ild
 victim

s o
f ab

u
se an

d
 n

eglect an
d

 th
eir fam

ilies. 
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ffered

 in
clu
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s fo
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ild
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 w

h
o

 h
ave exp

erien
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al ab

u
se, 

p
h

ysical ab
u

se, n
eglect, w

itn
ess to

 vio
len

ce, h
u

m
an

 traffickin
g, d

ru
g en

d
an
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en

t, an
d

 

o
th

er fo
rm

s o
f ch

ild
 m

altreatm
en

t. Fu
n

d
s w

ill b
e u

sed
 to

 u
p
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ate th

e existin
g fo

ren
sic 
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terview

 eq
u

ip
m

en
t p

u
rch

ased
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 Ju
n

e o
f 2

0
1

8
. Sin

ce th
e p

u
rch

ase o
f th

e o
rigin

al system
, 

tech
n

o
lo

gical ad
van

ces h
ave resu

lted
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 h
igh

er-q
u

ality system
s an

d
 im

p
ro

ved
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d
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en
d

ab
ility, w

h
ich

 w
ill b
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ts an
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u
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D

T p
artn

ers th
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u
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o
u
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e in

vestigatio
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 p
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p
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, d
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o
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estic an
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o
m

elessn
ess, an
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d
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u
als livin
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o
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ild

ren
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 d
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m
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ild
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ly 
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t fu
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s to
 p
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d
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avigatio
n

 o
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n

teer 

en
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en
t to
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ire co
m

m
u

n
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en
t. Th
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p
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n
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u
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W
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u
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p
ed
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6
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p

h
o

n
e, an

d
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ill revo

lu
tio

n
ize virtu

al an
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rid
 

m
eetin
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in
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n

s, an
d

 case review
s. To

geth
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o

ls w
ill im

p
ro

ve 
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m

m
u

n
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n
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cy, an
d

 en
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en
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g w
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 D
o
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n

s C
o

u
rt. Th
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h
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cem
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ts w

ill fu
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rts to

 

create trau
m

a-in
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rm
ed

 ro
o

m
s fo

r ch
ild

ren
, fam

ilies an
d

 p
ro

fessio
n

als w
h

o
 sp

en
d

 tim
e 

w
ith

in
 th

ese sp
aces. D

esign
 elem

en
ts w

ill b
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d
ed

 to
 m

in
im

ize an
xiety an

d
 p
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m

o
te a sen

se 

o
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d
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u
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h
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 m
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m
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h
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u

rin
g service d
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d
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o
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o

lice D
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n
, th
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H
o

m
elan

d
 Secu
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 th
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S A
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ffice o

f W
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A
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ro
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D

T 
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 C
A
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ab
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A
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m
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ed
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d
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 o
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u
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m
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p
p
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u

n
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 m
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p
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o
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n
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D
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h
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D
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p
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h
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n
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n
 th
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ell as an
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u

n
d

an
ce o

f o
th

er in
cid
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ts, it is im

p
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er to
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existin
g ro

o
m

 in
to

 a sp
ace th

at w
o

u
ld

 allo
w

 a trau
m

a-in
fo
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ed

 sp
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n

d
u

ct  in
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s 

o
f ch

ild
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er victim
s o
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es.  Th
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fo
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 C
ity P

D
 alread
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m
e 

eq
u
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en
t to

 in
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d
e: a co

u
ch

, ch
air, an
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m

 an
o

th
er agen
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at co

n
d

u
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m
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in
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ed
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s.  Th
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u
ip

m
en
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u
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 in

 th
is p

ro
ject w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
vid

e th
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n
d
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g to
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 th
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d
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en
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ro
cu
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t 
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u
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m
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