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Code of Virginia Reference List

Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.8.A
School crisis, emergency management, and medical emergency response plan” means the essential procedures, operations, and assignments required to prevent, manage, and respond to a critical event or emergency, including natural disasters involving fire, flood, tornadoes, or other severe weather; loss or disruption of power, water, communications or shelter; bus or other accidents; medical emergencies, including cardiac arrest and other life-threatening medical emergencies; student or staff member deaths; explosions; bomb threats; gun, knife or other weapons threats; spills or exposures to hazardous substances; the presence of unauthorized persons or trespassers; the loss, disappearance or kidnapping of a student; hostage situations; violence on school property or at school activities; incidents involving acts of terrorism; and other incidents posing a serious threat of harm to students, personnel, or facilities. 	Comment by Christian, James (DCJS): this quotation mark is all alone. :-)
Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.8.D
Each school board shall ensure that every school that it supervises shall develop a written school crisis, emergency management, and medical emergency response plan, consistent with the definition provided in this section, and shall include the chief law-enforcement officer, the fire chief, the chief of the emergency medical services agency, the executive director of the relevant regional emergency medical services council, and the emergency management official of the locality, or their designees, in the development of such plans. Each school division shall designate an emergency manager. 
Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.8.D
The local school board, the chief law-enforcement officer, the fire chief, the chief of the emergency medical services agency, the executive director of the relevant regional emergency medical services council, and the emergency management official of the locality, or their designees, shall annually review the written school crisis, emergency management, and medical emergency response plans. The local school division superintendent shall certify this review in writing to the Virginia Center for School and Campus Safety no later than August 31 of each year. 
Code of Virginia § 22.1-137, § 22.1-137.1, § 22.1-137.2, § 22.1-184
Virginia laws require schools to conduct fire drills, tornado drills, lock-down drills, and school bus emergency drills. 
Fire drills must comply with both the Code of Virginia and the Fire Prevention Code. The first drill shall be held within the first 10 days of the school session, a second fire drill within the first 20 days of the school session, and one fire drill per month while in school for the remainder of the term (§ 22.1-137, Code of Virginia);	Comment by Christian, James (DCJS): In addition to Code of Virginia and Statewide Fire Prevention Code they also have to be in compliance with Standards of Accreditation (VDOE's regulations). It is exactly the same requirement now as Virginia Code, but I think we should still include it. If  any of the three codes changed they would have to be in compliance with all three.	Comment by Christian, James (DCJS): change term to session since that is what is in Code. "Term" could be construed as a semester.
Lockdown drills will be held at least twice during the first 20 school days of school with at least two additional drills being conducted after the first 60 days of the school session. Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students are exempt from mandatory participation in a lockdown drill within the first 60 days of the school session if the board has developed a policy stating such exemption. Parents shall be notified at least 24 hours prior to any lockdown drill being conducted; however the exact date and time of the drill are not required to be provided (§ 22.1-137.2, Code of Virginia; 8VAC20-131-260.B); 	Comment by Christian, James (DCJS): As mentioned during our meeting they are exempt by Code and additionally the school board has to develop a policy on the exemption. A lack of a school board policy does not prevent the exemption.
Tornado drills are held at least once every school year (§ 22.1- 137.1, Code of Virginia). 
Bus emergency drills shall be held to practice leaving a school bus under emergency circumstances at least once during the first thirty calendar days of each school semester. Drills can be held more often if necessary. At the pre-K through 1st grade levels, initial bus safety training shall occur during the first week of school with additional training on a periodic basis during the year (§ 22.1-184, Code of Virginia; 8VAC20- 70-110, Code of Virginia, Administrative Code).
Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.3:1 
Reports are required to be made to the school superintendent and building principal related to certain violations of law and of student codes of conduct. 
Code of Virginia 8VAC20-131-260
Virginia Board of Education Regulations address the safety of school facilities, specifying multiple health and safety practices.
Code of Virginia § 9.1-184 
Enables DCJS to collect, analyze, and disseminate various school safety data to include school safety audit information through the School Safety Audit Program, designed to guide School Safety Audit Committees through periodic collection, review, and reporting of critical safety information.
Code of Virginia § 22.1-79.4 
Outlines the duties of school boards for implementing policies regarding threat assessment teams as well as the scope, authority, and responsibility of such teams.
Code of Virginia § 8VAC20-671-370-M
Outlines requirements related to visitor management and access control for school facilities.
Trainings required under Code of Virginia:
Mental Health Awareness Training (§ 22.1-298.6)
Staff and Student CIR Training (§ 22.1-137.3)
Behavioral Threat Assessment Initial Training (§ 22.1-79.4)
Behavioral Threat Assessment Refresher Training (§ 22.1-79.4)
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