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Intergenerational cycles among the victims and perpetrators of violence and trauma are
pervasive, baffling and frustrating for criminal justice professionals to observe. For
example, why do victims of intimate partner violence sometimes choose to remain with
an abusive partner? Why would someone who has experienced horrible abuse by a
parent choose to inflict the same on his or her own child? Attachment theory can
provide answers to these perplexing questions as well as suggestions for prevention
and intervention. Disorganized attachment experienced in the parent-child dyad is
particularly predictive of an increased risk of revictimization by a romantic partner and of
violent behavior toward one’s partner, one’s child or others. This presentation will delve
into the dynamics of disorganized attachment, its prevalence among individuals with a
history of trauma, and its pertinence to a trauma-informed approach in the field of
criminal justice.
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