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2026 Legislative Update

Regular Session Winter/Spring 2026
Master List

For More Detail on Each Bill,
Please Click on the Hyperlink in the Descriptions Below

2022 Bills Expiring 2026

Chapter 737 - Facial recognition technology; authorized uses; penalty.

Authorizes local law-enforcement agencies, campus police departments, and the
Department of State Police (the Department) to use facial recognition technology for
certain authorized uses as defined in the bill. The bill requires that the appropriate facial
recognition technology be determined by the Division of Purchases and Supply and that
such facial recognition technology be evaluated by the National Institute of Standards
and Technology and have an accuracy score of at least 98 percent true positives across
all demographic groups. The bill directs the Department to develop a model policy
regarding the investigative uses of facial recognition technology, including training
requirements and protocols for handling requests for assistance in the use of facial
recognition technology made to the Department by local law-enforcement agencies and
campus police departments, to be posted publicly no later than January 1, 2023, and
requires local law-enforcement agencies or campus police departments that use facial
recognition technology to either adopt the Department's model policy or develop an
individual policy that meets or exceeds the standards set by the Department's model
policy. The bill directs local law-enforcement agencies, campus police departments, and
the Department to collect and maintain certain data related to the use of facial
recognition technology and to publish an annual report to provide information to the
public regarding the agency's use of facial recognition technology. The bill clarifies that
any match made through facial recognition technology shall not be used in an affidavit
to establish probable cause for the purposes of a search or arrest warrant. Additionally,
any facial recognition technology operator employed by a local law-enforcement
agency, campus police department, or the Department who violates the agency's or
department's policy for the use of facial recognition technology or conducts a search for
any reason other than those authorized by the bill is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor for
a first offense, and is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor for a second or subsequent
offense.

The provisions of this act expire on July 1, 2026.
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2025 Bills Effective 2026

Chapter 112 / Chapter 175 Juveniles; fingerprints, palm prints, and photographs,

effective date.

Requires law-enforcement officers to obtain, electronically, when possible, fingerprints, palm
prints with accompanying distal prints, if available, and photographs of any juvenile taken into
custody and charged with a delinquent act. The bill also requires such fingerprints, palm prints,
or photographs to be both filed with the Central Criminal Records Exchange and submitted
electronically, when possible, to the State Police to be maintained in a confidential and secure
area within the system in which the record is maintained that is inaccessible during routine use
of such system. The bill further requires any electronic record of such fingerprints, palm prints,
or photographs to be destroyed as soon as possible after the State Police have been notified
that a petition or warrant has not been filed against the juvenile. The bill has a delayed effective
date of July 1, 2026.

Effective July 1, 2026

Chapter 214 Financial institutions; regulation of money transmitters, penalty,

effective date.

Replaces existing state law regulating money transmitters with comprehensive provisions aimed
at standardizing the regulation of money transmitters across the 50 states. The bill includes
provisions for the licensure of money transmitters, supervision and implementation by the State
Corporation Commission, acquisition of control of a licensee, mandatory disclosures, reporting
and records requirements, authorized delegates, mandatory disclosures, prudential standards,
and enforcement. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2026.

Chapter 634 / Chapter 671 Criminal records; expungement and sealing of

records, repeals Sealing Fee Fund.

Amends numerous statutes related to the expungement and sealing of criminal records that are
scheduled to become effective on July 1, 2025. In addition, the bill requires (i) the Department of
State Police to develop a secure portal for the purpose of allowing government agencies to
determine whether a record has been sealed prior to responding to a request pursuant to
current law by October 1, 2026; (ii) the Virginia Indigent Defense Commission to (a) educate
and provide support to public defenders and certified court-appointed counsel on expungement
and sealing, (b) conduct trainings on expungement and sealing across the Commonwealth, (c)
develop a library of resources on expungement and sealing for use by public defenders and
court-appointed counsel, and (d) post information regarding expungement and sealing for use
by the public on its website; and (iii) the Department of State Police, Department of Motor
Vehicles, Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia, and clerk of any
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circuit court to provide data and information on sealing upon request of the Virginia State Crime
Commission for purposes of monitoring and evaluating the implementation and impact of the
sealing processes. The bill also directs (1) the Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme
Court of Virginia to collect data related to petitions filed pursuant to relevant law, (2) the Virginia
State Crime Commission to analyze data and information collected on automatic and petition
sealing and report to the General Assembly by the first day of the 2026 Regular Session, and
(3) the Virginia State Crime Commission to continue its study on the sealing of criminal records
and report its work to the General Assembly by the first day of the 2026 Regular Session.
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The bill repeals the Sealing Fee Fund and directs any money in such Fund to be reverted to the
general fund. The bill contains a delayed effective date of July 1, 2026, for the provisions related
to the sealing of former possession of marijuana offenses without entry of a court order and the
sealing of charges and convictions related to automatic sealing and such petitions. Lastly, the
bill delays the repeal of the relevant law related to marijuana possession, limits on dissemination
of criminal history record information, and prohibited practices by employers, educational
institutions, and state and local governments until January 1, 2026. As introduced, this bill was a
recommendation of the Virginia State Crime Commission.

Chapter 638 Fines, restitution, forfeiture, etc.; criminal and traffic cases, itemized
statement.

Requires the clerk of the court to provide an itemized statement to any defendant convicted of a
traffic infraction or a violation of any criminal law of the Commonwealth or of any political
subdivision thereof, or found not innocent in the case of a juvenile, who is sentenced to pay a
fine, restitution, forfeiture, or penalty or assessed any other costs in the circuit court or
appropriate district court of his county or city at the time such fine, restitution, forfeiture, penalty,
or other costs are assessed, or within a reasonable time after assessment. The bill requires the
clerk to also provide an updated statement of the outstanding balances of any fines, forfeiture,
and penalties, restitution and costs, or payment history upon request of the defendant.

Effective January 1, 2026.

Chapter 652 Intelligent Speed Assistance Program; established, penalty.
Establishes the Intelligent Speed Assistance Program to be administered by the Commission on
the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program. The bill authorizes enrollment in such Program as
an alternative to suspending a person's driver's license upon such person's conviction of certain
speed-related offenses. The bill requires a court to order enrollment in such Program for a
person convicted of reckless driving and who was found to have been driving in excess of 100
miles per hour. The bill requires the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles to
provide the option, in a written notice, for enroliment in such Program instead of license
suspension for a person who has accumulated certain amounts of demerit points, and if such
person does not respond to such written notice within 30 days, the bill requires such suspension
of his license. The bill requires any person enrolled in the Program to enter into and successfully
complete the Program and install an intelligent speed assistance system, defined in the bill, in
any motor vehicle owned by or registered to the participant and prohibits such person from
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driving any motor vehicle that does not have such a system installed. The bill creates a Class 1
misdemeanor for tampering with or attempting to bypass or circumvent such a system. The bill
provides that any person who enters into the Program prior to trial may pre-qualify with the
Program to have an intelligent speed assistance system installed on any motor vehicle owned
or operated by him and that the court may consider such pre-qualification and installation.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 656 Prisoners; Department of Corrections-issued identification, report.
Requires that prior to the release or discharge into the community of any prisoner who has been
confined for at least 90 days and does not possess a government-issued identification card,
birth certificate, or social security card, the Department of Corrections, in conjunction with the
Department of Motor Vehicles, the State Registrar of Vital Records, and any other relevant
government agency, shall provide such prisoner with a certified copy of his birth certificate, his
social security card, or a government-issued identification card, unless such provision of a
government-issued identification card is not possible, in which case, the Department of
Corrections shall provide the prisoner with a Department of Corrections Offender Identification
form. The bill also specifies what identifying information must be included on such Department
of Corrections Offender Identification form and provides that such form shall satisfy certain
requirements for the purposes of obtaining a government-issued identification card for the 120
days immediately following the release or discharge of the prisoner identified on such form.

The bill also directs the Department of Corrections, in coordination with the State Board of Local
and Regional Jails, the Department of Motor Vehicles, and the State Registrar of Vital Records,
to (i) identify the number of prisoners released with and without identification cards; (ii) review
the processes involved in assisting a prisoner in applying for and obtaining a government-issued
identification card, birth certificate, or social security card; (iii) identify any obstacles that may
interfere with a prisoner obtaining such identification or documents prior to such prisoner's
release or discharge; and (iv) issue a report of its findings and recommendations to the General
Assembly no later than November 1, 2025.

Effective July 1, 2026.

2026 Bills

Chapter 39 Vehicle registration fees; disabled veterans.

Extends the current exemption from annual vehicle registration fees for disabled veterans or
their unremarried surviving spouse to eligible vehicles displaying a standard passenger license
plate. Current law applies such exemption to a vehicle displaying disabled veteran special
license plates.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 45 Alyssa's Law; public schools; wearable panic alarm systems
permitted.

Permits any school board to provide any school board employee in a public elementary or
secondary school building in the local school division with a wearable panic alarm system,
defined in the bill as a security system that is capable of being worn on the body of the user and
by which the user manually activates a device that sends (i) a signal to the local 9-1-1 public
safety answering point that indicates a school security emergency that requires immediate
response and assistance from such public safety answering point and (ii) a multisensory
schoolwide school security emergency notification, when appropriate.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 56 Noise abatement monitoring systems; local authority; civil penalties.
Authorizes counties and cities in Planning Districts 8, 9, and 15 to place and operate noise
abatement monitoring systems, defined in the bill, on any highway located in the locality for the
purpose of recording and enforcing exhaust system violations, also defined in the bill. The bill
provides that the operator of a vehicle is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $100, but the
violation shall not be reported on the driver's operating record or to the driver's insurance
agency. The bill provides that a locality may exempt from enforcement by noise abatement
monitoring systems vehicles used for agricultural, horticultural, or forestry purposes as
demonstrated by vehicle license plates. Under the bill, the civil penalty will be paid to the locality
in which the violation occurred to be used for the cost of administering the noise abatement
monitoring system program and for transportation safety initiatives. The bill contains the same
data privacy and storage requirements as are in current law for photo speed monitoring devices.
The bill requires any locality that places and operates such a noise abatement monitoring
system to report on its public website by January 15 of each year on the number of traffic
violations prosecuted, the number of successful prosecutions, and the total amount of monetary
civil penalties collected. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2028. This bill incorporates HB
1349.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 69 / Chapter 70 Delinquent children; loss of driving privileges for alcohol,

firearm, and drug offenses; truancy.

Allows the court discretion in ordering the denial of a child's driving privileges in instances when
the child has failed to comply with school attendance and meeting requirements as provided in
relevant law. Under current law, the court is required to order the denial of such child's driving
privileges. The bill also provides that if the court has ordered the denial of a child's driving
privileges, the court shall order such child to surrender his driver's license, which shall be held in
the physical custody of the court during any period of license denial. This bill is a
recommendation of the Committee on District Courts and is identical to SB 146.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 71 / Chapter 72 Assault and battery; district court temporary recall judge;

penalty.

Adds a judge of a district court under temporary recall to the definition of "judge" as it relates to
the crime of assault and battery, which is a Class 1 misdemeanor that is enhanced to a Class 6
felony with a mandatory minimum term of confinement of six months if such judge is engaged in
his public duties at the time of the offense. This bill is a recommendation of the Committee on
District Courts.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 73 Local, regional, and community correctional facilities; access to
counsel for inmates.

Requires the State Board of Local and Regional Jails to establish additional standards no later
than January 1, 2027, to ensure access to legal counsel for inmates held in any local, regional,
or community correctional facility and enumerates the standards that the Board shall include in
such additional standards.

Chapter 76 / Chapter 77 Decreasing probation period.

Establishes criteria for which a defendant's supervised probation period shall be reduced,
including completing educational activities, maintaining employment, completing treatment, or
obtaining housing. The bill provides that a court may decrease a defendant's probation period if
warranted by the defendant's conduct upon receipt of a request from the Department of
Corrections and requires the Department of Corrections to request termination of a defendant's
supervised probation period after 12 months in certain situations.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 78 / Chapter 79 Housing for local employees; grants for homeownership
and workforce housing alternatives.

Eliminates the maximum amount a locality may provide (i) to employees of the locality,
employees of the school board, and employees of constitutional officers for homeownership
grants to purchase primary residences in the locality and (ii) to school division personnel for
residential housing assistance grants to provide affordable workforce housing alternatives. The
bill also eliminates the requirement that such grants adhere to the Virginia Housing and
Development Authority regional sales price and household income limitation guidelines. Current
law imposes a maximum grant amount of $25,000 for individual grants per employee, as well as
a maximum lifetime cumulative amount of $25,000 per employee.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 95 Marcus alert system; external database information removal.

Clarifies that an individual's information may continue to appear on a voluntary Marcus alert
system external database that cannot be modified by a locality after such individual reaches 18
years of age. This bill is a recommendation of the Behavioral Health Commission.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 96 Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to children; Park Authorities Act;

penalty.

Provides that every adult who is convicted of an offense prohibiting proximity to children, when
the offense occurred on or after July 1, 2026, shall as part of his sentence be forever prohibited
from going, for the purpose of having any contact whatsoever with children who are not in his
custody, within 100 feet of the premises of any place owned or operated by an authority created
pursuant to the Park Authorities Act that he knows or should know is a playground, athletic field
or facility, or gymnasium.

The bill also provides that any person convicted of an offense under the laws of any foreign
country or any political subdivision thereof, or the United States or any political subdivision
thereof, similar to any offense set forth in current law shall be forever prohibited from going, for
the purpose of having any contact whatsoever with children who are not in his custody, within
100 feet of the premises of any place owned or operated by an authority created pursuant to the
Park Authorities Act that he knows or has reason to know is a playground, athletic field or
facility, or gymnasium.

A violation of the bill's provisions is punishable as a Class 6 felony.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 105 / Chapter 106 Damage or trespass to public services or utilities or

critical infrastructure; penalties.

Adds the intentional destruction of or damage to any fixture, equipment, or information
technology system that is used to provide, process, transmit, or maintain public services, public
utilities, cable television, broadband, or other critical infrastructure, as defined in relevant law, to
the existing offense of damage or trespass to public services or utilities. The bill contains
technical amendments.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 114 Helmets; wearing whenever riding/carried on skateboard or scooter

or nonmotorized scooter.

Permits localities to adopt ordinances requiring children 14 years of age or younger to wear
protective helmets whenever riding or being carried on a motorized skateboard or scooter or a
nonmotorized scooter. Current law authorizes localities to adopt such ordinances for riders of
bicycles, electric personal assistive mobility devices, toy vehicles, and electric power-assisted
bicycles.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 116 Military and emergency laws; local emergency management plans.
Changes from every four years to every five years the frequency with which every local and
interjurisdictional agency has to review and update its emergency operations plan.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 117 Exemption from jury service; fire marshals.
Adds the State Fire Marshal and any officer appointed as a fire marshal to the list of persons
automatically exempt from jury service.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 118 / Chapter 119 Flashing red and white warning lights; emergency
vehicle exemptions; Department of Military Affairs emergency vehicles.
Authorizes Department of Military Affairs emergency vehicles to (i) be equipped with flashing,
blinking, or alternating red or red and white combination warning lights and (ii) disregard certain
regulations regarding the operation of vehicles without being subject to criminal prosecution
while responding to an emergency.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 123 Person arrested for a felony; Release of accused on secured or
unsecured bond.

Removes the conditions requiring that any person arrested for a felony who (i) has previously
been convicted of a felony, (ii) is presently on bond for an unrelated arrest in any jurisdiction, or
(iii) is on probation or parole be released only upon a secure bond. Additionally, the bill adds to
the factors a judicial officer shall consider in making a bail determination (a) the person's current
bond status for an unrelated arrest in any jurisdiction and (b) whether the person is on probation
or parole.

Effective July 1, 2026.

14


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB343
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB347
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB350
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB351
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB573
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB357

—

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Chapter 127 Investigation or autopsy of dead bodies; Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner; notification of retention of whole organ.

Requires the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner to inform through written communication a
decedent's next of kin, other person authorized by law to make arrangements for the disposition
of a decedent's remains, or funeral service establishment or funeral service licensee if an
investigation or autopsy requires the retention of any whole organ of a dead body. If the Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner provides written notification to the funeral service establishment
or funeral service licensee, the bill requires such establishment or licensee to provide such
written notification to the decedent's next of kin or other person authorized by law to make
arrangements for the disposition of the decedent's remains.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 132 Passing a stopped school bus; divided highways, access roads, and
certain driveways.

Clarifies that the exemption from the requirement for a driver of a motor vehicle to stop for a
stopped school bus if such bus is stopped on the other roadway of a divided highway, on an
access road, or on a driveway when the other roadway, access road, or driveway is separated
from the roadway on which he is driving by a physical barrier or an unpaved area applies
regardless of whether the physical barrier or unpaved area is continuous or segmented when
necessary to accommodate an intersection or turning vehicles.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 147 Hate crimes; crime victim's right to nondisclosure of certain
information.

Prohibits a law-enforcement agency from disclosing to the public information that directly or
indirectly identifies the victim of a hate crime, defined in relevant law, except to the extent that
disclosure is (i) of the site of the crime, (ii) required by law, (iii) necessary for law-enforcement
purposes, or (iv) permitted by the court for good cause unless such victim, or his next of kin if he
is a minor and his death results from any crime, provides written consent. The bill also prohibits,
at the request of the victim, the Court of Appeals of Virginia and the Supreme Court of Virginia
from listing the first or last name of the victim of a hate crime in an appellate decision.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 155 Motor carrier violations; authority of law-enforcement officers.
Authorizes the enforcement of motor carrier violations of license, registration, and tax
requirements and vehicle size limitations at locations other than permanent weighing stations
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Chapter 158 Local and regional suicide fatality review teams; penalty.

Permits localities or combinations of localities to establish a local or regional suicide fatality
review team. The bill provides exemptions from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act for
information and records obtained or created regarding a review of a fatality by such team.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 171 Drug Control Act; Schedule [; penalties.

Adds certain chemicals to Schedule | of the Drug Control Act. The Board of Pharmacy has
added these substances in an expedited regulatory process. A substance added via this
process is removed from the schedule after 18 months unless a general law is enacted adding
the substance to the schedule.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 172 Court records; aggregated case data; request by attorney for the

Commonwealth exempted.

Provides that, notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a request for a report of aggregated
case data is made by an attorney for the Commonwealth to assist in the performance of his
duties, the clerk or the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia, depending on if
the request is made to a district court or circuit court, shall approve such request and provide
such report of aggregated case data, which shall include the name, date of birth, and last four
digits of the social security number of any party. Under current law, such request may be denied
to ensure compliance with existing law and such reports are prohibited from including the name,
date of birth, or social security number of any party and images of the individual records in the
respective case files. The bill also provides that no report of aggregated case data that includes
the name, date of birth, and last four digits of the social security number of any party provided to
an attorney for the Commonwealth shall be disseminated further unless such information is
redacted.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 186 Dealer's license plates; permitted uses.

Authorizes the use of dealer's license plates on vehicles delivering or transporting vehicle parts

and accessories and fuel, so long as such delivery or transport of fuel consists of no more than

five gallons of such fuel and such fuel is in a container of a type approved by the Commissioner
of the Department of Motor Vehicles. The bill also authorizes a dealer to permit his license
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Chapter 190 Green warning lights; certain farm vehicles.
Authorizes the use of green warning lights on vehicles displaying a permanent farm use placard,
farm vehicles, farm tractors, and farm utility vehicles while operating on or along a highway.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 191 / Chapter 192 Distributing nitrous oxide prohibited; penalties.
Prohibits the sale or distribution of (i) a device that is designed or intended to deliver a gas
containing nitrous oxide through direct inhalation, with exceptions defined in the bill; (ii) nitrous
oxide that has, or is marketed as having, the taste or smell of any food or beverage that is
distinguishable by an ordinary consumer either prior to or during consumption or use of such
nitrous oxide to any person not exempted in the bill; and (iii) a container of nitrous oxide that
exceeds eight grams, with exceptions defined in the bill. A violation of such prohibitions is a
Class 1 misdemeanor. This bill is identical to SB 360.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 196 / Chapter 197 Offenses relating to gift cards; penalties.

Adds the offenses of gift card theft, gift card forgery, gift card fraud, and criminally receiving
goods and services fraudulently obtained to the existing provisions of law related to credit cards.
This bill is identical to SB 444.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 198 Jurors; exemptions from jury service upon request, competency to
perform jury duty.

Provides that no person shall be deemed incompetent to serve on any jury on the basis of
disability if the person would otherwise be competent to serve if provided with reasonable
accommodation. The bill also provides that any person under a disability that substantially
impairs the person's ability to perform jury duty shall be exempt from jury duty upon such
person's request.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 203 Search warrant; search of place of abode; copy of affidavit to be

part of warrant and served therewith; temporary sealing.

Provides that if an affidavit that accompanies a search warrant for a place of abode has been
sealed pursuant to relevant law, the executing law-enforcement officer does not have to give or
leave a copy of such affidavit in a conspicuous place within or affixed to the place to be
searched. The bill also adds that the circumstances requiring the issuance of a warrant after
5:00 p.m. shall be documented in the required affidavit that is submitted to a magistrate when
seeking such authorization.

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 211 Credit for time spent in confinement while awaiting trial; extradition
or fugitive warrant.

Provides that if any person is extradited from another state pursuant to (i) an extradition warrant
from the Commonwealth or (ii) a fugitive warrant issued from the state where such person is
detained and such person is subsequently sentenced to a term of confinement in a correctional
facility in the Commonwealth for an offense from the same act as the violation for which the
extradition warrant or fugitive warrant was authorized, such person shall have deducted from
any such term all time actually spent in confinement awaiting extradition from such other state,
provided that he was solely held on the extradition warrant or fugitive warrant and not on any
other offense that he allegedly committed in such other state. This bill is a recommendation of
the Virginia Criminal Justice Conference.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 220 Vehicle crash reports; open to inspection by certain persons; towing
and recovery operators.

Makes certain vehicle crash reports open for inspection and available to towing and recovery
operators that responded to a public safety towing request for the removal of a vehicle involved
in such crash for purposes of obtaining registered owner information and insurance information
for any such vehicle. The bill prohibits the dissemination of any such crash report received by
such a towing and recovery operator to any other party.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 223 Regulation of traffic; bicycles and certain other devices; bicycle
signals.

Requires a person operating a bicycle or other device lawfully permitted in a bicycle lane or on a
shared-use path in or approaching an intersection with a bicycle signal to obey such bicycle
signal. The bill also sets requirements for signals that are displayed by bicycle signals and
requirements for situations in which traffic lights, including bicycle signals, are out of service.
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The bill provides that a violation constitutes a traffic infraction punishable by a fine of no more
than $350.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 241 / Chapter 242 Penalties for failure to appear; contempt.

Provides that a court shall consider certain mitigating factors to determine whether the failure of
any person to appear before any court or judicial officer as required was willful. Under current
law, no mitigating factors are specified for a court or judicial officer to consider in determining
whether a person willfully failed to appear.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 245 Use of unmanned aircraft systems by public bodies; search warrant
required; exceptions.

Adds the Department of Environmental Quality to the list of exceptions to the warrant
requirement for the use of an unmanned aircraft system by public bodies for the implementation
and civil enforcement of the Virginia Water Resources and Wetlands Protection Program, the
Virginia Erosion and Stormwater Management Act, and erosion and sediment control in
localities without a Virginia Erosion and Stormwater Management Program against a permittee.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 263 Driver communication improvement program for drivers diagnosed
with autism spectrum disorder; education for law-enforcement officers and
emergency medical services providers; educational materials for driver training
schools.

Requires law-enforcement officers and emergency medical service providers, as a condition of
such providers' certification and recertification, to undergo education on the driver
communication improvement program for drivers diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. The
bill directs the Department of Motor Vehicles to display information about the driver
communication improvement program on its website and distribute educational materials to all
driver training schools licensed by the Department of Motor Vehicles. As introduced, this bill is a
recommendation of the Virginia Disability Commission.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 270 / Chapter 271 Use of unmanned aircraft systems by law-

enforcement officers; search warrants; model policy.
Expedites the issuance of a search warrant for unmanned aircraft systems by law-enforcement
officers upon a finding of reasonable and probable cause by an authorized judicial official, as
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defined in the bill, and permits the use of unmanned aircraft systems without a search warrant
when law enforcement is surveying the scene of a crime or to respond to a public safety call for
service when such crime scene or call for service is located on public property, to locate a
person when such person has fled the offense location during the initial response to an incident,
or to provide real-time aerial observation to increase on-scene safety and security. Such
provisions are subject to a reenactment clause. The bill also requires the Department of
Criminal Justice Services, in consultation with the Virginia Indigent Defense Commission and
the Virginia Association of Commonwealth's Attorneys, to establish a model policy for the use of
unmanned aircraft systems by December 1, 2026. The amended provisions of § 19.2-60.1 shall
not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027 Session of the General Assembly.

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Chapter 276 / Chapter 277 Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim Fund;

additional fee for certain offenses.

Provides that the clerk shall assess a fee of $500 for conviction of certain offenses outlined in
the bill. The bill requires such fees to be credited to the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence
Victim Fund and designated for funding support services for eligible victims.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 285 / Chapter 286 Purchase of handguns or other weapons of certain
officers; Department of State Police.

Provides that the Department of State Police may allow the immediate survivor of any law-
enforcement officer formerly employed by the Department who had at least 10 years of service
with the Department and who died while receiving long-term disability payments to purchase his
service handgun, with the approval of the Superintendent of State Police, at a price of $1.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 305 / Chapter 306 Board of Pharmacy; regulation of psilocybin.

Directs the Board of Pharmacy to reschedule psilocybin consistent with federal scheduling upon
approval by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration of a formulation of psilocybin designed to be
administered by a health care professional in a health care setting.

Chapter 311 Board of Education; automatic revocation of teaching licenses upon

certain convictions.

Requires the Board of Education to automatically revoke the teaching license of a license holder
upon receiving a record of the license holder's conviction of a felony and order to register under
the Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry Act. The bill provides that any such
revocation applies to any active teaching license and to any inactive teaching license if such
license was active at the time that the offense occurred. The bill provides that no such license
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holder whose teaching license has been so revoked is entitled to a hearing but that the license
may be reinstated by the Board if the license holder's conviction is overturned on appeal and
the Board is satisfied that reinstatement is in the best interest of the public schools of the
Commonwealth.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 312 Prohibiting loitering; curfew for minors; age restrictions on trick-or-
treating.

Prohibits localities from imposing age restrictions on trick-or-treating that exceed current
loitering and curfew provisions. The provisions of the bill do not become effective unless
reenacted by the 2027 Session of the General Assembly.

Chapter 332 Prohibition on trespassing on emergency vehicles; penalty.
Provides that any person who enters or remains upon or within an emergency vehicle, defined
in the bill, without the permission of, or after having been forbidden to do so by, the owner,
lessee, or authorized operator is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 348 Display of obscene material to a minor unlawful; penalty.

Makes it a Class 6 felony for any person 18 years of age or older to display obscene material,
as defined in relevant law, to a minor younger than 13 years of age with lascivious intent.
Current law only prohibits the display of child pornography or a grooming video or materials to a
child younger than 13 years of age by a person 18 years of age or older.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 363 Certification of ancillary traffic infractions.

Allows the court to certify any ancillary traffic infraction to the clerk of the circuit court upon
certification of any felony offense, provided that the attorney for the Commonwealth and the
accused consent to such certification. Current law only allows ancillary misdemeanor offenses
to be certified. As introduced, the bill was a recommendation of the Virginia Criminal Justice
Conference.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 367 Parole; exception to limitation on the application of parole statutes.
Provides that a person is eligible to be considered for parole if such person (i) was sentenced by
a jury after the date of the Supreme Court of Virginia decision in Fishback v. Commonwealth,
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260 Va. 104 (2000), in which the Supreme Court held that a jury should be instructed on the fact
that parole has been abolished, for a felony committed on or after the abolition of parole going
into effect on January 1, 1995; (ii) can prove by the preponderance of the evidence that the jury
in his case was not instructed on the fact that parole has been abolished; and (iii) remained
incarcerated for the offense on July 1, 2026, and the offense was not one of the following: (a) a
Class 1 felony; (b) if the victim was a minor, rape, forcible sodomy, object sexual penetration, or
aggravated sexual battery or an attempt to commit any such act; or (c) carnal knowledge. The
bill also requires the Parole Board to establish procedures for consideration of parole of persons
entitled to it and also provides that any person who is eligible for parole as of July 1, 2026, shall
be scheduled for a parole interview no later than July 1, 2027, allowing for extension of time for
reasonable cause.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 370 / Chapter 371 Marcus Alert Evaluation Task Force creation.
Requires the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to convene and
adjust and update the membership of a Marcus Alert Evaluation Task Force to assist in
determining the effectiveness of the Marcus Alert system. As introduced, this bill was a
recommendation of the Behavioral Health Commission.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 372 County manager plan of government; independent policing auditor.
Allows the governing body of any county with the county manager plan of government (Arlington
County) to appoint an independent policing auditor. The independent policing auditor shall
support any law-enforcement civilian oversight body created by the governing body and shall
have all the powers of the law-enforcement civilian oversight body, to the extent such powers
are delegated to the independent policing auditor by the oversight body. The independent
policing auditor shall serve at the pleasure of the governing body.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 380 State correctional facilities; visitation policies; report.

Requires the Department of Corrections to establish and publicly post on its website and in the
lobby of each state correctional facility an objective dress code for individuals visiting a state
correctional facility and specifies certain requirements for and limitations on what such dress
code may include. The bill prohibits any state correctional facility from enforcing a dress code
that is more restrictive than the dress code posted by the Department.

The bill also prohibits any individual from being denied in-person visitation unless such
individual is in clear violation of visitation rules or policies. Prior to denying entry to a visitor, the
bill requires the reasoning to be (i) reviewed in person by the facility administrative duty officer
and (ii) approved by a regional administrator or superior. The bill requires the Department to
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with information on visitors denied entry to state correctional facilities, including the following
information disaggregated by facility and by month: (a) the number of visitors denied entry and
(b) the reasoning for such denials, including the specific rules or policies such visitors were
alleged to have violated.
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The bill requires the Department to convene a work group consisting of relevant stakeholders to
consider goals and develop practical policy and legislative recommendations related to
facilitating visitation within state correctional facilities and report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly no later than November 1, 2026.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 431 Pedestrians; walking on roadways that are part of divided highways.
Permits pedestrians, when walking on a roadway that is part of a highway divided by a physical
barrier or barriers or an unpaved area, and when there are no shoulders of the highway present,
to keep to the extreme right side or edge of the roadway, regardless of the direction of traffic
they face. Under current law, pedestrians, when permitted to walk on a roadway, are required to
keep to the extreme left side or edge thereof. The bill also clarifies current law, which requires
pedestrians walking on a roadway to face oncoming traffic.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 434 State Board of Local and Regional Jails; standards and regulations
for pregnant and postpartum incarcerated persons in local and regional

correctional facilities; report.

Directs the State Board of Local and Regional Jails to set minimum standards and regulations
regarding lactation policies for incarcerated persons and their infants by December 1, 2028. In
developing such regulations and standards, the Board is directed to consider best practices
related to lactation and how to incorporate such practices into the regulations and standards set
by the Board.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 438 Concealed handgun permit; demonstrated competence.

Adds a handgun shooting class or course that teaches (i) efficient, effective, and responsible
use of a concealed handgun for self-defense outside of the home; (ii) state laws pertaining to
handguns; and (iii) proper handgun storage techniques to those programs that satisfy the
demonstration of competence requirement for the issuance of a Virginia resident or nonresident
concealed handgun permit. The bill removes the requirement that such a training course must
be conducted by the National Rifle Association or the United States Concealed Carry
Association. The provisions of the bill do not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027
Session of the General Assembly.
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Chapter 441 Witness impeachment evidence designation; review process.
Provides a review process when the attorney for the Commonwealth designates a law-
enforcement officer as a witness with a witness impeachment evidence designation within
certain time frames specified in the bill. The bill defines "witness impeachment evidence
designation" as a determination that is made by or a designation that is created by the attorney
for the Commonwealth relating to a law-enforcement officer who has engaged in conduct that
meets the requirements for disclosure in a criminal prosecution according to the Constitution of
the United States for any criminal prosecution in which the officer is a participant. The bill
prohibits a law-enforcement officer from being discharged, disciplined, or threatened with
discharge or discipline solely due to the designation of such officer as a witness with a witness
impeachment evidence designation.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 447 Manufacturing, selling, giving, distributing, or possessing

medetomidine; penalties.

Provides that any person who knowingly manufactures, sells, gives, distributes, or possesses
with the intent to manufacture, sell, give, or distribute the substance medetomidine, when
intended for human consumption, is guilty of a Class 5 felony. Under the bill, any person who
knowingly possesses medetomidine, when intended for human consumption, is guilty of a Class
1 misdemeanor. Under the bill, it is not an offense to (i) manufacture medetomidine for
legitimate veterinary use; (ii) distribute or sell medetomidine for authorized veterinary use; (iii)
possess, administer, prescribe, or dispense medetomidine in good faith for use by animals
within the course of legitimate veterinary practice; or (iv) possess or administer medetomidine
pursuant to a valid prescription from a licensed veterinarian.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 452 Impersonating any local, town, city, or county elected official;

penalty.

Prohibits any person from willfully and intentionally (i) falsely assuming or exercising the
functions, powers, duties, and privileges incident to the office of any local, town, city, or county
elected official; (i) falsely assuming or pretending to be any such elected official with intent to
defraud or obtain access, information, service, or thing of value; or (iii) impersonating any such
elected official with the intent to make another believe he is such elected official with intent to
defraud or obtain access, information, service, or thing of value. A violation of such prohibition is
a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 465 Workers' compensation; law-enforcement officers and firefighters,

post-traumatic stress disorder.

Provides that, for the purposes of workers' compensation for post-traumatic stress disorder
incurred by a law-enforcement officer or firefighter, an incident or exposure without any
accompanying physical injury occurring in the line of duty on or after January 1, 2027, is a
qualifying event, as defined in the bill. The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027.
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Chapter 480 Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to children; state parks; penalty.
Provides that every adult who is convicted of an offense prohibiting proximity to children, when
the offense occurred on or after July 1, 2026, shall as a part of his sentence be forever
prohibited from going, for the purpose of having any contact whatsoever with children who are
not in his custody, within 100 feet of a playground, athletic field or facility, or gymnasium he
knows or has reason to know is located on the premises of a state park. A violation is a Class 6
felony.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 484 Towing, impoundment, immobilization, and storage costs; payments
or reimbursements by the Commonwealth.

Clarifies that the payments or reimbursements owed by the Commonwealth to the owner or
lienholder of a vehicle under existing law for the cost of towing, impounding, immobilizing, or
storing certain vehicles involved in criminal offenses shall be paid through the state treasury
from the appropriation for criminal charges. The bill requires such requests to be on a form
developed specifically for such purpose by the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 497 Alteration of suspension system and bumper heights; proof of

compliance.

Authorizes a court to dismiss a summons for offenses related to altering the suspension system
or bumper heights of vehicles when proof of compliance is provided to the court on or before the
court date.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 498 Green warning lights, snow plows and vehicles equipped with truck-

mounted attenuators.

Authorizes snow plows used for clearing or removing snow on or along public highways and
vehicles equipped with a truck-mounted attenuator that are used in constructing, maintaining,
and repairing highways or utilities on or along public highways to be equipped with and use
either (i) flashing, blinking, or alternating amber warning lights of types approved by the
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Superintendent of State Police or (ii) alternating amber and green warning lights of a type
approved by the Superintendent of State Police. The bill requires that warning lights be lit only
when performing the functions that qualify them to be equipped with such lights and that if a
vehicle is equipped with multiple warning lights that are alternating amber and green warning
lights, such lights shall be used synchronously with each other.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 499 Use of license plates from another vehicle; authorized time period.
Extends from five to 30 days the time period for which the owner of a motor vehicle is
authorized to use license plates from his motor vehicle on another motor vehicle owned by a
person operating a garage or owned by a motor vehicle dealer, provided that such use is limited
to the time during which his motor vehicle is being repaired or while the motor vehicle owned by
the garage operator or motor vehicle dealer is loaned to him for demonstration.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 500 Use of license plates; special permit; validity period.

Extends from five to 30 days the validity period of a special permit authorizing the use of license
plates on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the license plates were issued, when the
vehicle for which the license plates were issued is undergoing repairs in a licensed motor
vehicle dealer's repair shop and when the license plates are being used on a vehicle owned by
the dealer in whose repair shop the vehicle is being repaired. The bill removes the provisions
authorizing the renewal of such permit and limiting such renewals to once per permit.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 501 Tow truck drivers; registration.

Prohibits towing and recovery operators from employing tow truck drivers who are not registered
with the Department of Criminal Justice Services, as required under current law. The bill also
limits the requirement that a registered tow truck driver have his registration in his possession
when driving a tow truck to when such driving is for hire.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 502 Competency treatment in misdemeanor proceedings.

Provides that in cases where the defendant has been charged with a misdemeanor offense, the
court may (i) order inpatient or outpatient treatment or (ii) dismiss the charges. Where a
defendant is found to be incompetent, the bill permits a court to (a) order that such defendant
receive treatment to restore his competency on an outpatient basis in a local correctional facility
or at a location determined by the appropriate community services board or behavioral health
authority, (b) order that such defendant receive treatment to restore his competency on an
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inpatient basis at a hospital designated by the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services as appropriate for treatment of persons under criminal charge, (c)
order that such defendant be evaluated to determine whether he meets the criteria for
temporary detention, or (d) dismiss the misdemeanor charge and release such defendant. The
bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.
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Chapter 503 Public schools; school security and discipline; employment of school
security officers; training requirements.

Amends the requirements for the training course of which an individual employed as a school
security officer is required to submit proof of completion to the Department of Criminal Justice
Services in order to carry a firearm in the performance of his duties by (i) eliminating the
requirement that such training course include training in active shooter emergency response
and, instead, requiring it to include training in critical incident preparedness and response and
(ii) clarifying that such training course include training in behavioral threat assessment.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 507 Forgery; venue.
Clarifies that the venue provision for prosecution of forgery applies to forging public records,
etc., forging coin or bank notes, and forging, uttering, etc., other writings.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 516 Stalking by electronically transmitted communication; penalty.
Provides that "electronically transmitted communication" includes communication by telephone,
computer, or other electronic device for the offense of stalking, which is punishable as a Class 1
misdemeanor or, if the second offense occurs within five years of a prior conviction for stalking,
is punishable as a Class 6 felony.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 518 Holding a handheld personal communications device while driving;

driver improvement clinic.
Clarifies that a court may order, for a first violation of texting and driving, the satisfactory
completion of a driver improvement clinic in lieu of a conviction.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 526 Duties and responsibilities of local pretrial services officers;

assessments.

Requires a local pretrial services officer to conduct a risk assessment of defendants arrested on
state and local warrants and who are detained in jails located in jurisdictions served by the local
pretrial services agency while awaiting a hearing before any court that is considering or
reconsidering bail, at initial appearance, advisement or arraignment, or at other subsequent
hearings. Current law requires a local pretrial services officer to interview such defendants. The
bill also provides that each local pretrial services officer may conduct defendant interviews as
appropriate and when available resources permit.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 527 / Chapter 528 Purchase, possession, or transportation of firearm;

assault and battery of a family or household member or intimate partner; penalty.
Adds to the definition of "family or household member," as such definition relates to juvenile and
domestic relations district court, a person's intimate partner, defined in the bill as an individual
who, within the previous 12 months, was in a romantic, dating, or sexual relationship with the
person as determined by the length, nature, frequency, and type of interaction between the
individuals invo”lved in the relationship. The bill also adds to the definition of "family or
household member," as such definition relates to a person's purchase, possession, or
transportation of a firearm following an assault and battery of a family or household member,
any individual who cohabits or who, within the previous 12 months, cohabitated with the person.
Finally, the bill provides that any person who knowingly and intentionally purchases, possesses,
or transports any firearm following a misdemeanor conviction for an offense that occurred on or
after July 1, 2026, for the offense of assault and battery against an intimate partner or an
offense substantially similar under the laws of any other state or of the United States is guilty of
a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 531 / Chapter 532 Manufacture, importation, sale, transfer, or
possession of plastic firearms and unfinished frames or receivers and

unserialized firearms prohibited; penalties.

Creates a Class 5 felony for any person who knowingly manufactures or assembles, imports,
purchases, sells, transfers, or possesses any firearm that, after removal of all parts other than a
major component, as defined in the bill, is not detectable as a firearm when subjected to
inspection by the types of detection devices, including X-ray machines, commonly used at
airports, government buildings, schools, correctional facilities, and other locations for security
screening. The bill updates language regarding the types of detection devices that are used at
such locations for detecting plastic firearms. Under current law, it is unlawful to manufacture,
import, sell, transfer, or possess any plastic firearm and a violation is punishable as a Class 5
felony. The bill also creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is punishable as a Class 4 felony for
a second or subsequent offense, for any person to knowingly possess a firearm or any
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completed or unfinished frame or receiver that is not imprinted with a valid serial number or to
knowingly import, purchase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of any completed or
unfinished frame or receiver, unless the completed or unfinished frame or receiver (i) is deemed
to be a firearm pursuant to federal law and (ii) is imprinted with a valid serial number. The bill
also creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is punishable as a Class 4 felony for a second or
subsequent offense, for any person to manufacture or assemble, cause to be manufactured or
assembled, import, purchase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of any firearm that is not
imprinted with a valid serial number. The provisions of the bill prohibiting unfinished frames or
receivers and unserialized firearms have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027; however,
the provisions of the bill prohibiting the knowing possession of a firearm or any completed or
unfinished frame or receiver that is not imprinted with a valid serial number have a delayed
effective date of July 1, 2027.
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Chapter 533 / Chapter 534 Firearm transfers to another person from a prohibited
person.

Provides that a person who is prohibited from possessing a firearm because the person is
subject to a protective order or has been convicted of an assault and battery of a family or
household member may transfer a firearm owned by the prohibited person to any person who is
not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing such firearm, provided that the person who is
not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing such firearm is 21 years of age or older and
does not reside with the person who is subject to the protective order. Under current law, there
is no requirement that a transferee cannot be younger than 21 years of age and cannot reside
with the prohibited person. The bill also provides that the prohibited person who transfers, sells,
or surrenders a firearm pursuant to the provisions of the bill shall inform the clerk of the court of
the name, address, and signature of the transferee, federally licensed firearms dealer, or law-
enforcement agency in possession of the firearm and shall provide a copy of the form to the
transferee. The bill also provides that a person who is prohibited from possessing a firearm
because the person is subject to a protective order or has been convicted of an assault and
battery of a family or household member shall be advised that a law-enforcement officer may
obtain a search warrant to search for any firearms from the person if the law-enforcement officer
has probable cause.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 535 / Chapter 536 Interjurisdictional law-enforcement agreements;
behavioral health co-response teams.

Provides that interjurisdictional law-enforcement agreements may allow for the development of
co-response teams staffed by one or more law-enforcement agencies that respond to
behavioral health-related calls in multiple jurisdictions. This bill is a recommendation of the
Behavioral Health Commission.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 539 Certain sex offenses; sexual extortion; unlawful creation of image of

another; penalties.

Provides that any person who, with the intent to cause the complaining witness to engage in
certain sexual acts, maliciously (i) threatens in writing, including electronically, (a) to
disseminate, sell, or publish a videographic or still image, created by any means whatsoever, or
(b) to not delete, remove, or take back a previously disseminated, sold, or published
videographic or still image, created by any means whatsoever, that depicts the complaining
witness or such complaining witness's family or household member, as defined in relevant law,
as totally nude or in a state of undress so as to expose the genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or
female breast or (ii) threatens eviction, loss of housing, property damage, or any financial loss,
but such complaining witness does not thereby engage in such sexual acts is guilty of attempted
sexual extortion and shall be punished as prescribed by relevant law.
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The bill also adds to the existing offense of unlawfully creating an image of another a prohibition
on any person knowingly and intentionally creating any videographic or still image by any
means whatsoever of any nonconsenting person if that person is not exposed to show the
genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or female breast but such videographic or still image is obscene,
as defined in relevant law, when such nonconsenting person is in a restroom, dressing room,
locker room, hotel room, motel room, tanning bed, tanning booth, bedroom, or other location. A
violation of such prohibition is a Class 1 misdemeanor unless such nonconsenting person is
younger than the age of 18, in which case it is elevated to a Class 6 felony.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 544 Community service work in lieu of payment of fines and costs; work

performed while incarcerated.

Requires a court to establish a program and allow any person upon whom a fine and costs have
been imposed to discharge all or part of the fine or costs by earning credits for the performance
of (i) community service work performed before or after imprisonment or (ii) work performed
while incarcerated, defined in the bill as any work done on or after July 1, 2023, by a person
confined in any local, regional, or state correctional facility who is paid a wage that is less than
the Virginia minimum wage.

The bill requires such program to be available during such person's imprisonment in a local,
regional, or state correctional facility. The bill provides that a person who is performing work
while incarcerated shall be credited at the same rate as the community service work rate less
any wages received. Under current law, a court is required to establish a program for providing
an option for community service work in lieu of payment of fines and costs but offering such
option is not mandatory. The bill also requires the local, regional, or state correctional facility to
provide confirmation of the hours worked and the credits earned for such work upon request of
any person who has performed work while incarcerated or his representative.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 555 / Chapter 556 Medical cannabis; administration to terminally ill

patients; report.

Directs the Department of Health to promulgate regulations specifying that hospital staff may
store, dispense, and administer cannabis oil when a patient has valid certification and exempts
such staff from criminal penalties for possession of cannabis oil. The bill directs the Department
of Health to convene a work group to discuss the implementation process for providing cannabis
products to patients in medical care facilities and report on its discussion to the Chairs of the
House Committee on Health and Human Services and the Senate Committee on Education and
Health by November 1, 2026.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 560 / Chapter 561 Firearm in unattended motor vehicle; penalty.

Creates a Class 4 misdemeanor for any person who, when leaving a handgun in an unattended
vehicle, fails to securely store such handgun in a locked hard-sided container, including a
locked container that is affixed to the vehicle's interior by steel cable, bolt, or welding. The bill
provides that such locked container includes a locked glove compartment or a locked center
console. The bill contains certain exemptions, including an exemption for a person who reports
the theft or loss of such firearm to a law-enforcement agency as provided in relevant law.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 562 / Chapter 982 Discovery; methods of delivery.

Requires the Commonwealth, upon request by the accused or his counsel, to copy or
photograph any discovery materials or evidence the accused is permitted to inspect and review,
including relevant police reports, criminal records, dashboard camera footage, and body-worn
camera footage, and requires the Commonwealth to provide copies to the accused or his
counsel, subject to the redaction, restricted dissemination, and protective order provisions of the
relevant Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia and unless such material is prohibited from
being distributed by law.

The bill requires the attorney for the Commonwealth in any district court to provide to counsel of
record for the accused, if requested, a copy of any relevant police report at least 10 days prior to
the date the case is set for trial or preliminary hearing, and such report is subject to limitations
on dissemination. The bill further provides that if such materials are provided to counsel of
record for the accused in district court for a preliminary hearing, the circuit court shall order such
counsel to provide discovery to the attorney for the Commonwealth subject to the relevant Rules
of the Supreme Court of Virginia prior to trial in circuit court.

Lastly, the bill provides that if at any time during the course of the proceedings it is brought to
the attention of the court that the attorney for the Commonwealth has failed to comply with such
provisions, the court may order the Commonwealth to permit discovery or inspection, grant a
continuance, or prohibit the Commonwealth from introducing evidence not disclosed, or the
court may enter such other order as it deems just under the circumstances.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 557 Victims of sex trafficking; minors; immunity to prosecution for

prostitution.

Provides that no minor shall be subject to arrest or prosecution for a qualifying offense, defined
in relevant law, if at the time of the offense leading to such charge, such minor was a victim of
sex trafficking, defined in relevant law. The bill also provides that such minor shall be referred to
the local department of social services for a human trafficking or other assessment pursuant to
relevant law and a law-enforcement officer or the local department of social services may take
custody of such minor. Lastly, the bill provides that no law-enforcement officer acting in good
faith shall be found liable for false arrest if it is later determined that the minor arrested was
immune from prosecution.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 580 Jurisdiction of district courts in felony cases; specialty dockets;

Behavioral Health Docket Act.

Authorizes a general district court and a juvenile and domestic relations district court to retain
jurisdiction over a felony offense for the purpose of allowing the accused to complete a specialty
docket or behavioral health docket established pursuant to relevant law. Current law only
explicitly provides such courts with the ability to certify felony charges to the circuit court or
dismiss such charges after a preliminary hearing to determine if probable cause exists for such
charges.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 583 Law-enforcement officers; duty to render aid upon danger to life or
limb; civil immunity.

Provides that a law-enforcement officer, while engaged in the performance of his duties, has a
duty to render aid to any person that he observes suffering from a serious bodily injury or life-
threatening condition, as circumstances objectively permit and provided that such aid may be
rendered without endangering the law-enforcement officer, the person, or others. The bill also
immunizes a law-enforcement officer from civil liability for any personal injury or wrongful death
resulting from such rendering or withholding of such aid absent gross negligence or willful
misconduct. The bill directs the Department of Criminal Justice Services to adopt regulations to
provide law-enforcement officers with basic medical training, including emergency first aid
training.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 585 Child abuse or neglect; prenatal use of a controlled substance or
drug as prescribed.

Clarifies that a pregnant woman's prenatal use of a controlled substance or drug as prescribed
by such woman's health care provider for opioid addiction recovery shall not solely be a reason
to suspect that a child is abused or neglected.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 592 Payment of costs when proceedings deferred and defendant placed

on probation.

Provides that for any deferral entered into on or after July 1, 2026, pursuant to relevant law, the
court shall not require the defendant to pay such costs or other fees imposed pursuant to
relevant law as a term or condition of his deferral. The bill states that upon fulfillment of all other
terms and conditions, the court shall adjudicate the matter consistent with the agreement of the
parties or, if none, by conviction of an alternative charge or dismissal of the case. The bill
specifies that such costs and other fees shall remain due until paid, and all methods of payment
and collection already available at law to satisfy or collect any outstanding costs or other fees
shall remain available to such court after the underlying case against the defendant has been
adjudicated or dismissed.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 596 Earned sentence credits; incarceration while awaiting trial or

pending an appeal.

Provides that a person's eligibility for earned sentence credits includes any period of time
actually spent in any state or local correctional facility, state hospital, or juvenile detention facility
awaiting trial or pending an appeal that was deducted from such person's term of incarceration
or detention. The bill provides that the provisions apply retroactively to any person who is
confined in any state or local correctional facility on July 1, 2028. The bill has a delayed effective
date of July 1, 2028.

Chapter 613 / Chapter 614 Delinquency petition; referral to court service unit.
Provides that at any point prior to the commencement of an adjudication hearing on a petition
alleging that a child is delinquent, the court, upon request of the child with consent of the
attorney for the Commonwealth, if a party to the case, may refer the delinquency charge back to
the court service unit in writing and the intake officer shall proceed informally pursuant to
relevant law. Additionally, the bill provides that upon such referral, the court shall dismiss the
petition and order that the court records pertaining to the petition be expunged pursuant to
relevant law. Lastly, the bill allows an intake officer to proceed informally on a complaint alleging
a child is in need of services, in need of supervision, or delinquent if the juvenile has previously
been proceeded against informally.
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Current law does not permit proceeding informally when a juvenile (i) commits a violent juvenile
felony or (ii) is alleged delinquent for an offense that would be a felony if committed by an adult
if such juvenile had previously been (a) proceeded against informally by intake or (b)
adjudicated delinquent for a prior offense that would be a felony if committed by an adult.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 631/ Chapter 632 Parking, stopping, and standing enforcement; bus

obstruction monitoring systems.

Allows localities to authorize the use of bus obstruction monitoring systems by a public transit
agency operating within the locality for the purpose of enforcing local ordinances related to
parking, stopping, or standing in bus stop zones or in lanes reserved for transit buses during
posted times.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 643 / Chapter 644 Carrying a firearm or explosive material within Capitol
Square or building owned or leased by the Commonwealth; exemptions; public

institutions of higher education; penalty.

Limits the exemption from the prohibition on the carrying of any firearm or explosive material
within any building owned or leased by the Commonwealth or agency thereof or any office
where employees of the Commonwealth or any agency thereof are regularly present for the
purpose of performing their official duties that currently applies to any property owned or
operated by a public institution of higher education to instead apply to any individual within a
building owned or operated by a public institution of higher education who possesses a weapon
as part of such public institution of higher education's curriculum or activities or as part of any
organization authorized by such public institution of higher education to conduct its programs or
activities within such building, as such uses are approved through the law-enforcement or public
safety unit of such institution.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 654 / Chapter 655 Financial institutions and services; virtual currency

kiosk operators; license required; penalties.

Establishes requirements for the operation of virtual currency kiosks, as defined in the bill,
including a requirement that a virtual currency kiosk operator obtain licensure with the State
Corporation Commission. The bill requires operators to file annual and quarterly reports, provide
certain disclosures, and take reasonable steps to detect and prevent fraud and money
laundering. The bill prohibits operators from accepting transactions above specified daily and
monthly limits and establishes a maximum transaction charge of 18 percent of the value of such
transaction. A person who violates the bill's provisions is subject to a fine of up to $1,000 per
violation as well as the existing enforcement provisions of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.

34


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB564
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB583
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB626
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB272
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB665
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB489

—

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Effective July 1, 2027.

Chapter 661 Retired law-enforcement officers; emergency and temporary
detention admissions.

Clarifies that the term "law-enforcement officer" as used in relevant law relating to emergency
and involuntary civil admissions includes retired law-enforcement officers, defined in the bill, for
the purposes of laws related to emergency custody and involuntary temporary detention.

Effective July 1, 2027.

Chapter 665 / Chapter 938 Parking enforcement; issuance of a summons or

parking ticket.

Removes the population requirement for a locality to be authorized to, by ordinance, authorize
law-enforcement officers, other uniformed employees of the locality, and uniformed personnel
serving under contract with the locality to issue a summons or parking ticket for a violation of an
ordinance regulating the parking, stopping, and standing of vehicles. Existing law grants such
authority to localities having a population of at least 40,000.

Effective July 1, 2027.

Chapter 698 / Chapter 699 Substantial risk orders; eligible petitioners; substantial
risk factors and considerations; court jurisdiction; constructive possession of

firearms; penalty.

Expands the list of persons eligible to file a petition for an emergency substantial risk order. The
bill provides various factors that a judge or magistrate shall consider for the purpose of
determining whether to issue an emergency substantial risk order or a substantial risk order.
The bill expands court jurisdiction over substantial risk orders from circuit courts to juvenile and
domestic relations district courts and general district courts and requires petitions against
minors to be filed in juvenile and domestic relations district courts. The bill requires a copy of the
order to be served on the parent or guardian of the minor at any address where the minor
resides or the local board of social services in the case where the minor is the subject of a
dependency or court-approved out-of-home placement. The bill also provides the process for
which firearms not owned by the subject of a petition are returned to the lawful owner of such
firearms. The bill provides that any emergency substantial risk order or substantial risk order
issued remains in full force and effect pending any appeal. Lastly, the bill provides that any
person that makes a materially false statement or representation to a court during the petitioning
process is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 704 / Chapter 705 Limited-duration licenses, driver privilege cards and
permits, and identification privilege cards; expiration.

Extends the validity of limited-duration licenses, driver privilege cards and permits, and
identification privilege cards, other than REAL ID credentials and commercial driver's licenses
and permits, to a period of time consistent with the validity of driver's licenses, which, under
current law, is a period not to exceed eight years or, for a person age 75 or older, a period not to
exceed five years, and permits and special identification cards. The bill aligns requirements for
eligibility for limited-duration commercial driver's licenses and permits and REAL ID-compliant
limited-duration commercial driver's licenses with federal requirements and clarifies the validity
periods for such documents. The bill directs the Department of Motor Vehicles to implement the
extended validity periods for limited-duration licenses, driver privilege cards, or permits upon
renewal or reissuance.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 720 Transportation of person in the temporary detention process.
Provides that an alternative transportation provider shall be deemed to be able to provide
transportation of a person in the temporary detention process in a safe manner if the alternative
transportation provider is (i) an employee of, or the person providing services pursuant to a
contract with, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or (ii) an
employee of a private or state hospital within the confines of the Commonwealth. The bill also
provides further requirements for an alternative transportation provider to be deemed available
to provide transportation for a minor in the temporary detention process in a safe manner. The
bill also permits law-enforcement agencies or alternative transportation providers to transfer
custody of a minor to a facility or location where the minor is awaiting transport if such facility or
location (i) agrees to accept custody of the minor and (ii) is capable of providing the level of
security necessary to protect the minor and others from harm. Finally, the bill provides
restrictions on the use of restraint related to the transportation of a minor for the purposes
outlined in the bill.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 742 Use of confidential informants in drug-related investigations.

Directs the Department of Criminal Justice Services to establish a model policy for the use of
confidential informants in drug-related investigations and to include in such model policy that (i)
no individual currently on probation or pretrial may serve as a confidential informant without
notice to his probation, pretrial services, or parole officer; (ii) no individual who has, within the
last six months, been found to have violated the terms of his probation or parole shall serve as a
confidential informant whose testimony may be necessary in the prosecution of a criminal
matter in the courts of the Commonwealth; (iii) law-enforcement personnel shall obtain approval
from the appropriate local attorney for the Commonwealth prior to working with a confidential
informant; and (iv) such confidential informant shall not unlawfully use or possess any controlled
substances.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 769 Commercial motor vehicle; definition.

Expands the definition of a commercial motor vehicle to include vehicles inclusive of a towed
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight or a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds.
Currently, the definition includes, in relevant part, a towed vehicle with a gross vehicle weight
rating of more than 10,000 pounds. The new definition is consistent with Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration regulations.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 770 / Chapter 771 Issuance of vacatur for victims of human trafficking.
Expands the current process for the issuance of writs of vacatur for victims of human trafficking
to include ancillary matters, defined in the bill, and any charge or arrest related to a qualifying
offense as defined in current law. The bill also expands the list of qualifying offenses eligible for
such writ.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 785 Common-law crime of suicide. Abolishes the common-law crime of

suicide.

Suicide is currently a common-law crime in Virginia, although there is no statutorily prescribed
punishment. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027, and also requires the Bureau
of Insurance of the State Corporation Commission to review the effect and implication of
abolishing the common-law crime of suicide on insurance throughout the Commonwealth and
submit its findings and any recommendations by November 1, 2026, to the Chairs of the House
and Senate Committees for Courts of Justice.

Effective July 1, 2027.

Chapter 798 / Chapter 828 Department of Criminal Justice Services; powers and
duties; local and regional jails; repeal of model addiction recovery program.
Removes the requirement that the Department of Criminal Justice Services, in consultation with
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, develop a model addiction
recovery program that may be administered by sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, jail officers,
administrators, or superintendents in any local or regional jail. This bill is a recommendation of
the Joint Commission on Health Care.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 820 Consumer Data Protection Act; data controller responsibilities;

precise geolocation data.
Provides that, for purposes of the Consumer Data Protection Act, a controller of personal data
shall not sell or offer for sale precise geolocation data concerning a consumer.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 830 Sheriffs; courthouse and courtroom security; physical location of
courthouse or courtroom.

Clarifies that, where a courtroom of a locality is located within the courthouse of a different
county, city, or town, the sheriff, any deputy sheriff, or any law-enforcement officer of such
locality shall have (i) the same police powers within and on the surrounding property of the
courthouse as in his own jurisdiction and (ii) concurrent jurisdiction while present within or on
the surrounding property of such courthouse, or while traveling to and returning from such
courthouse, and engaged in the performance of his official duties to enforce certain laws of the
Commonwealth.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 845 Requirement that certain injuries to children be reported by
physicians, nurses, teachers, etc.; penalties for failure to report.

Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person required to file a report, pursuant to relevant
law, who fails to do so as soon as possible, but not longer than 24 hours after having reason to
suspect a reportable offense of child abuse or neglect where such reportable offense is alleged
to have occurred at a private or state-operated hospital, institution, or facility to which children
have been committed or where children have been placed for care and treatment. The bill also
provides that a second or subsequent conviction is a Class 6 felony.

The bill further expands the mandatory reporting requirements for certain enumerated persons
in their professional or official capacities to include certain offenses related to children and
certain obscenity and related offenses and applies all such mandatory reporting requirements to
all public and private school athletics program coaches, directors, and adult volunteers,
including those associated with interscholastic teams and clubs. Under current law, the
mandatory reporting requirements apply to such enumerated persons who suspect that a child
is an abused or neglected child and to public or private sports organization or team athletic
coaches, directors, or adult volunteers.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 858 / Chapter 859 Victims of crime; reimbursement for expenses; work
group.

Provides that all medical fees expended in the gathering of evidence through anonymous trace
evidence collection kit examinations conducted on victims complaining of strangulation pursuant
to relevant law shall be paid by the Commonwealth through the Criminal Injuries Compensation
Fund (also known as the Virginia Victims Fund) administered by the Virginia Workers'
Compensation Commission. The bill states that such victims shall not be required to participate
in the criminal justice system or cooperate with law-enforcement authorities in order to be
provided with such medical exams.
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Under current law, all medical fees expended in the gathering of evidence through physical
evidence recovery kit examinations conducted on victims complaining of sexual assault are paid
by the Commonwealth via the Fund, and victims complaining of sexual assault are not required
to participate in the criminal justice system or cooperate with law-enforcement authorities in
order to be provided with such forensic medical exams.

The bill expands the powers and duties of the Commission to adopt, promulgate, amend, and
rescind suitable rules and regulations to include a distinct policy for the payment of anonymous
trace evidence collection kit examinations.

Lastly, the bill directs the Director of the Department of Criminal Justice Services to convene a
work group of relevant stakeholders to discuss and submit recommendations for certain matters
related to the reimbursement process for forensic medical examinations, enumerated in the bill.
The bill directs the work group to submit a report with recommendations to the Chairs of the
House Committee on Health and Human Services, the House Committee on Appropriations, the
Senate Committee on Education and Health, and the Senate Committee on Finance and
Appropriations by November 1, 2026.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 861 Law-enforcement civilian oversight bodies; closed meetings;

disclosure of certain law-enforcement records.

Provides an exemption to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act to allow closed meetings for
discussion or consideration by any law-enforcement civilian oversight body established pursuant
to general law or established by a local governing body before July 1, 2020, and operating in a
manner consistent with such law of the criminal investigative files, audit findings, and
deliberations regarding police operations related to a specific complaint before the body
involving any violation or attempted violation of certain offenses. The bill allows inspection of
certain law-enforcement records concerning juveniles by such civilian oversight bodies when
required to perform their duties and by any independent policing auditor, manager, director, or
other person appointed by the local governing body to support such civilian oversight body.
Finally, the bill allows disclosure of certain information regarding crimes involving sexual
assault, sexual abuse, or family abuse to such civilian oversight body and independent policing
auditor, manager, director, or other person appointed by the local governing body.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 867 Impersonating law-enforcement officer; penalties.

Creates a Class 5 felony for impersonating a law-enforcement officer while wearing a facial
covering, as that term is defined in the bill, and a Class 4 felony for a second or subsequent
violation.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 868 Civil and criminal actions; service of subpoena for certain electronic

records.

Provides that, in addition to methods for how service of process may be effected on certain
corporations, any subpoena issued pursuant to a civil or criminal proceeding for electronic
records, electronically stored information, or other documents or records that are stored outside
of the Commonwealth by a nonparty commercial enterprise may be served within or outside of
the Commonwealth by hand, certified mail, commercial delivery service, facsimile, or electronic
means.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 873 Children; adjudication of delinquency.

Specifies that "delinquent child" means a child 11 years of age or older who has committed a
delinquent act. Currently, there is no minimum age for a child to be adjudicated delinquent. The
bill provides that if a child younger than 11 years of age is found to have committed an act that
would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older, the child shall not be
proceeded upon as delinquent and the court shall (i) dismiss any petition alleging such child has
committed an act that would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older and
(ii) order that the court records pertaining to such petition be expunged pursuant to relevant law.
The bill allows the attorney for the Commonwealth to file a petition alleging that such child is in
need of services and if such child is found to be in need of services, the court may make any
orders of disposition authorized under relevant law. The bill also provides that any funding that
is available to provide services to a child 11 years of age or older who is proceeded upon as
delinquent shall also be made available to a child younger than 11 years of age who is found to
have committed an act that would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older
in order to provide such child with the same services. The bill includes in the definition of "child
in need of services" a child younger than 11 years of age who has committed an act that would
be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older.

The bill adds that a child may be taken into immediate custody when such child is alleged to be
in need of services or supervision and there is a clear and substantial danger to the safety of the
child's family or the safety of the public. Currently, a child may be taken into immediate custody
when such child is alleged to be in need of services or supervision and there is a clear and
substantial danger to the child's life or health. Finally, the bill includes in the offense of causing
or encouraging acts rendering children delinquent, abused, etc., any person 18 years of age or
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older, including the parent of any child, who willfully contributes to, encourages, or causes any
act, omission, or condition that (a) causes a child younger than 11 years of age to commit an act
that would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older or (b) causes any child
to participate in or become a member of a criminal street gang in violation of existing law. Under
the bill, any person who commits such offense is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 875 Impersonation of law-enforcement officer while committing

additional act; penalties.

Provides that any person who impersonates a law-enforcement officer (i) while committing or
attempting to commit aggravated murder, first or second degree murder, abduction, rape,
forcible sodomy, object sexual penetration, aggravated sexual battery, or sexual battery or (ii)
while circumventing, bypassing, or attempting to circumvent or bypass any security measure of
any business, commercial building, residence, building owned or leased by the Commonwealth
or any agency thereof, or building owned or leased by a locality or any agency thereof is guilty
of a Class 6 felony. A second or subsequent offense is punishable as a Class 5 felony.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 877 Department of Juvenile Justice; commitment of juveniles to

Department; petition to extend duration of indeterminate commitment.

Creates a process by which the Department of Juvenile Justice, upon determining that a
juvenile currently committed to the Department should continue such commitment beyond the
high end of the length of stay guidelines established by the State Board of Juvenile Justice, may
petition the court that ordered a juvenile's indeterminate commitment to the Department to
extend such juvenile's commitment. The bill requires the Department to file such petition at least
60 days prior to the expiration of the high end of the length of stay range, along with a report on
the juvenile's progress. If the Department determines fewer than 60 days before expiration that
an extension is necessary, it shall file a petition for review that includes a statement explaining
the specific circumstances causing the late filing. The bill provides that the court shall schedule
a hearing on the petition at which the court shall consider such progress report and may
consider additional evidence as described in the bill. The bill provides that, at the conclusion of
the hearing, the court shall order either that the juvenile be released or that the juvenile's period
of commitment be extended for a period not to exceed six months, provided that such extension
does not exceed the limitations for an indeterminate commitment provided by current law. As
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia Commission on Youth.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 878 Emergency and temporary detention transportation.

Clarifies that the term "law-enforcement officer" as used in relevant law relating to emergency
and involuntary civil transportation includes retired law-enforcement officers, defined in the bill,
for the purposes of laws related to emergency custody and involuntary temporary detention. The
bill also permits an alternative transportation provider to provide transportation of a person in the
temporary detention process in a safe manner if the alternative transportation provider is (i) an
employee of, or the person providing services pursuant to a contract with, the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or (ii) an employee of a private or state hospital
within the confines of the Commonwealth.
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The bill provides that, for purposes of transporting a minor during the temporary detention
process, an alternative transportation provider is deemed available if it states it is available to
take custody from law enforcement within six hours of issuance of the temporary detention order
or an order changing the transportation provider. The bill also provides the alternative
transportation provider shall maintain custody from the time custody is transferred by the
primary law-enforcement agency until custody is transferred to the temporary detention facility,
including while awaiting transport and during transport.

The bill also specifies when a law-enforcement agency or alternative transportation provider
providing transportation of a minor in the temporary detention process may transfer custody of
such minor to a facility or location where the minor is awaiting transport. When a bed becomes
available at the temporary detention facility, the bill provides that facility or location shall notify
the law-enforcement agency or alternative transportation provider specified on the order, which
shall then return to transport the minor to the facility of temporary detention.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 879 Concealed handgun permits; reciprocity with other states.

Provides that the Office of the Attorney General shall determine whether other states' concealed
handgun permit requirements are substantially similar to the statutory qualifications for Virginia
to recognize the concealed handgun permit of a person from such other state. Under current
law, any out-of-state permit is recognized in the Commonwealth, provided that (i) the issuing
authority provides the means for instantaneous verification of the validity of all such permits or
licenses issued within that state accessible 24 hours a day, (ii) the permit or license holder
carries a photo identification issued by a government agency of any state or by the U.S.
Department of Defense or U.S. Department of State and displays the permit or license and such
identification upon demand by a law-enforcement officer, and (iii) the permit or license holder
has not previously had a Virginia concealed handgun permit revoked. The bill exempts an active
duty service member or such service member's spouse from the requirements of the bill. The
foregoing provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

The bill also directs the Office of the Attorney General to review any agreements for reciprocal
recognition that are in place with any other states as of July 1, 2026, to determine whether the
requirements of those states' laws are substantially similar to the Commonwealth's concealed
carry permit requirements and revoke any reciprocity agreement or recognition of any states
that do not meet such requirements by December 1, 2026. The bill requires the Attorney
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General to provide a written explanation for any determination that a state's laws are
substantially similar to the requirements of the bill to prevent possession of such permit or
license by persons who would be denied such permit in the Commonwealth.

Chapter 909 Elections; offenses; soliciting or accepting bribe to influence or

procure voter registration; penalty.

Provides that no person shall solicit or accept directly or indirectly any money or anything of

value in exchange for his or another's decision to register or not register to vote. The bill also
provides certain exceptions to the prohibitions on soliciting or accepting bribes to influence a
person to vote or to register to vote.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 935 Substantial Risk Order Reporting System established.

Requires the Department of State Police to establish a Substantial Risk Order Reporting
System for the purpose of tracking and reporting substantial risk orders by locality and to
publish such reports on a monthly basis and make such reports available to the public online.
The bill provides that the Department shall remove the names and other personal identifying
information from the data before the reports are published.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 960 / Chapter 961 Deferred disposition in a criminal case; persons with

autism, intellectual disabilities, or developmental disabilities; expungement.
Adds developmental disabilities to the autism and intellectual disability deferred disposition
statute. The bill also provides that when a court defers and dismisses a charge pursuant to the
autism, intellectual disability, or developmental disability deferred disposition statute, such
charge may be considered as otherwise dismissed for purposes of expungement of police and
court records. The bill also (i) clarifies that the defendant may request a hearing to determine
the appropriateness of a deferred disposition at any time before or after any plea and (ii)
provides that no statement made by the defendant at such a hearing is admissible in any
criminal proceeding, except that any such statement made under oath may be admissible in a
criminal proceeding for perjury or for purposes of impeachment in a criminal matter.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 963 / Chapter 964 Photo speed monitoring devices; photo-monitoring
systems for traffic signals; school bus video-monitoring systems; proof of

violation; certain persons swearing to or affirming certificates; training.
Authorizes retired sworn law-enforcement officers, registered special conservators of the peace,
and technicians employed by a locality to swear to or to affirm certificates for the purposes of

43


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB113
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1096
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB247
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB416
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB684
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1220

—

enforcement of violations recorded by traffic light signal violation monitoring systems, traffic
control device violation monitoring systems, photo speed monitoring devices, or school bus
video-monitoring systems upon completion of a training course developed and approved by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services. The bill also requires law-enforcement officers
swearing to or affirming such certificates to complete such training course. These provisions of
the bill have an effective date of July 1, 2027. The bill also requires the Department of Criminal
Justice Services to develop, approve, and make available such training course no later than
January 1, 2027.

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Chapter 984 / Chapter 1046 Virginia Parole Board; powers and duties; juvenile

offenders; parole procedures and considerations.

Increases the members of the Virginia Parole Board (the Board) from up to five to at least 11
members, five of whom shall be appointed by the Governor within 60 days of inauguration, three
of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates within 60 days of a new
House being sworn in during a Senate election year, and three of whom shall be appointed by
the Chair of the Senate Committee on Rules within 60 days of a new Senate being sworn in
after an election, and all of whom shall be subject to confirmation by the General Assembly, if in
session when such appointment is made, and if not in session, then at its next succeeding
session. The bill specifies that all members of the Board shall have significant professional
experience working in criminal law, corrections, reentry and community services, or victim
services and that the Board members appointed by the Governor shall include (i) an attorney
with significant experience in criminal prosecution; (ii) an attorney with significant experience in
criminal defense; (iii) a qualified mental health professional with relevant background in
adolescent development, trauma responses, psychology, and decision-making; and (iv) a
representative of a crime victims organization or a victim of crime. These provisions of the bill
have a delayed effective date of July 1, 2028.

The bill also requires the Board to provide a meaningful opportunity for release to certain
juvenile offenders eligible for parole and specifies various factors the Board shall give
substantial weight to when making a determination on whether to grant parole to such juvenile
offender. The bill allows a juvenile offender to request for reconsideration or appeal of a
decision by the Board not to grant parole based on (a) the Board's failure to give substantial
weight to such juvenile offender's age and its related mitigating circumstances as required by
the bill or (b) the Board's overreliance on static factors such as the nature and circumstances of
the offense and failure to ground its decision in evidence of maturity, rehabilitation, and a lack of
present danger to public safety. The bill requires the Board to provide individualized reasons for
the grant or denial of parole upon reconsideration or appeal.

The bill also requires that if parole is denied for any such juvenile offender, each Board member
shall identify his reasoning for such decision at the time such member's vote is cast, including
any youth-related factor and evidence of maturity and rehabilitation that was considered. The bill
requires that the Board provide to such prisoner for whom parole is denied recommendations to
demonstrate commitment to rehabilitation and at the next hearing, the Board is required to
consider whether the prisoner has followed such recommendations. The bill also requires the
Board to annually review the cases of such juvenile offenders eligible for parole.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 986 / Chapter 1033 Enforcement of federal traffic infractions by state

and local law-enforcement officers; Planning District 8.
Provides that state and local law-enforcement officers may enforce federal traffic infractions on
any highway within Planning District 8.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 987 Selling, giving, or distributing a tianeptine product; civil penalty.
Provides that a retail establishment that sells, gives, or distributes a tianeptine product, without
a prescription, is subject to a civil penalty in the amount of $2,500 for a first violation and a civil
penalty in the amount of $5,000 for a second or subsequent violation within a three-year period.
The bill also provides that such provisions shall not preclude prosecution under any other
statute.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 988 Exemptions from jury service upon request; certain caretakers of

persons with serious health conditions.

Adds as persons who may be exempt from jury service upon request (i) a person with legal
custody of and responsible for the care of a child under 18 years of age who has a serious
health condition and (ii) the familial caretaker, defined in the bill, of a person with a serious
health condition.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 991 Obstructing reproductive health care facility; penalties.

Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person who (i) by force or threat of force, or by physical
obstruction, intentionally injures, intimidates, or interferes with, or attempts to injure, intimidate,
or interfere with, another person because such other person is or has been, or in order to
intimidate such person or any other person or any class of persons from, obtaining or providing
reproductive health services, defined in the bill, or (ii) intentionally damages or destroys, or
attempts to damage or destroy, a reproductive health care facility, defined in the bill, because
such facility provides reproductive health services. The bill also provides that the provisions of
the bill shall not be construed to place any restriction on the content of any message that
anyone may wish to communicate to anyone else, either inside or outside the regulated areas.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 1006 / Chapter 1074 Storage of firearms in a residence where a minor

or person prohibited from possessing a firearm is present; penalty.

Provides that any person who possesses a firearm in a residence where such person knows
that a minor or a person who is prohibited by law from possessing a firearm is present shall
store such firearm and the ammunition for such firearm in a locked container, compartment, or
cabinet that is inaccessible to such minor or prohibited person. Under the bill, any person who
violates this provision is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. The bill also requires any dealer, as
that term is defined in current law, to post a written notice informing the public of the penalty
imposed for failure to comply with the bill's provisions.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 1016 Marijuana and hemp products; enforcement.

Amends various provisions of law to increase enforcement and penalties related to the illegal
sale of marijuana or marijuana products by persons licensed by the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, and the
Virginia Cannabis Control Authority (CCA). The bill also requires the Board of Directors of the
CCA to create and require a decal for retail marijuana store licensees to prominently display on
the premises of such store that allows consumers to electronically verify the validity of such
store's license from the Board. The bill requires such decal to be displayed by licensees, with a
civil penalty of $10,000 for each day that such decal is not displayed in the establishment. The
bill also creates a $10,000 civil penalty for creating or falsifying such decal. The bill allows the
Board to issue a notice of violation and order to cease unlicensed activity to any person who is
engaged in the cultivation, processing, distribution, or selling of marijuana or marijuana products
in violation of current law, and if the Board issues such notice and order, it may also order the
seizure of such marijuana or marijuana products. Any person who intentionally removes such
notice and order or sticker without authorization of the Board is subject to a civil penalty
prescribed by the Board, not to exceed $5,000. The bill also specifies that the Chief Executive
Officer of the Board or investigators appointed by him shall be sworn to enforce the provisions
of the Cannabis Control Act and Board regulations and have the authority to investigate
violations of the statutes and regulations the CCA is required to enforce. The bill also revises
certain provisions related the assessment of civil penalties against manufacturers and sellers of
certain industrial hemp extracts and foods containing industrial hemp extracts and makes it a
prohibited practice under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act to sell or offer for sale a
substance intended for human consumption, orally or by inhalation, that (i) contains more than
0.3 percent total tetrahydrocannabinol or (ii) contains more than two milligrams of total
tetrahydrocannabinol per package. Additionally, the bill requires the Secretary of Public Safety
and Homeland Security and the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to convene a work
group to analyze the current efforts in the Commonwealth to combat the sale of illicit cannabis
products and submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Chairs of the House
Committees on Appropriations, on General Laws, and for Courts of Justice and the Senate
Committees on Finance and Appropriations, on General Laws and Technology, on
Rehabilitation and Social Services, and for Courts of Justice by October 1, 2026.
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Chapter 1022 / Chapter 1056 Local government; certain towns; suspension of

officers, study, remedial plan, and meeting requirements.

Provides that any member of a governing body in any locality, who has been employed by any
governmental agency that is a component part of and that is subject to the ultimate control of
the governing body of which he is a member, is deemed to have continuing personal interest in
that agency for a period of two years following the termination of such employment. The bill also
requires the court, in a criminal proceeding against an officer of any town in Planning District 8
with a population between 8,000 and 10,000 alleging the commission of a felony offense, to
enter an order suspending the officer pending the resolution of such proceeding and any related
proceeding for the officer's removal. The bill requires any such town to also procure a study by a
public institution of higher education to evaluate the condition and status of the town's debt,
infrastructure, utilities, and other significant liability risks. Such town is required to adopt a plan
consistent with the study to address such town's needs, as identified in the study, in a fiscally
appropriate manner that does not jeopardize the town's bond rating. The bill also prohibits the
town council of any such town from voting on matters that have not been properly published at
least three days prior to the vote as part of a town council agenda or otherwise approved as
additional agenda items or as amendments to existing agenda items by a three-fourths vote of
all the members of the council at the start of the meeting. The bill requires that any full-time
town manager of such town must be a resident of the Commonwealth unless the town council
has waived such requirement by a majority vote. The bill declared that an emergency exists and
this act took effect upon passage.

Effective April 22, 2026.
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Chapter 1025 Carrying assault firearms in public areas prohibited in the

Commonwealth; penalty.

Prohibits the carrying of certain semi-automatic center-fire rifles, pistols, and shotguns or any
firearm modified to be operable as an assault firearm on any public street, road, alley, sidewalk,
or public right-of-way or in any public park or any other place of whatever nature that is open to
the public, with certain exceptions. Under current law, the prohibition on carrying certain
shotguns and semi-automatic center-fire rifles and pistols applies to a narrower range of
firearms, only in certain localities, and only when such firearms are loaded. A violation of this
prohibition is a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1028 / Chapter 1098 Law-enforcement agencies; agreements with
federal authority for immigration enforcement; requirements.

Prohibits any state or local law-enforcement agency, defined in the bill, from maintaining,
renewing, or entering into any federal immigration agreement unless such agreement contains
certain provisions. The bill also prohibits any person acting in his capacity as a law-enforcement
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officer to assist, cooperate with, or use any law-enforcement resources to facilitate any
operation that seeks to identify, arrest, or otherwise impose a penalty upon an individual for any
violation of federal civil immigration law. The bill provides that such prohibition shall not apply (i)
if the authority to enforce such laws is otherwise permitted or required by law; (ii) if the person
acting in his capacity as a law-enforcement officer is presented with a valid judicial warrant or
judicial subpoena that authorizes such enforcement; or (iii) to the transfer of custody of an adult
convicted of certain violent felonies from a state, local, or regional correctional facility upon such
correctional facility's receipt of a federal immigration detainer.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1036 Criminal cases; request for a jury to ascertain punishment.

Provides that an accused may withdraw a request for a jury to ascertain punishment up until the
commencement of the sentencing proceeding. The bill also provides that counsel for either
party shall have the right to examine jurors regarding the potential punishment, or range or
ranges of punishment, regardless of whether the jury will ascertain punishment and that the
court or counsel for either party may inform any person or juror during voir dire as to the
potential punishment, or range or ranges of punishment, to ascertain if the person or juror can
sit impartially in the guilt or sentencing phase of the case. Current law provides that the court or
counsel for either party may inform any person or juror during voir dire as to the potential range
of punishment to ascertain if the person or juror can sit impartially in the sentencing phase of the
case. The provisions of this act shall not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027
Session of the General Assembly.

Chapter 1047 Live streaming while driving; prohibited; penalty.

Prohibits any person, while driving a moving motor vehicle on the highways in the
Commonwealth, from (i) initiating, participating in, or interacting with any live stream, as that
term is defined in the bill, and (ii) manipulating any electronic device to enable or maintain the
functions of a live stream on or with such electronic device. The bill establishes penalties for
violations, in addition to any other penalties available under current law, including periods of
license suspension and a fine of not more than $500 if a person who commits such a violation is
involved in an accident at the time of such violation.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1065 Labor and employment provisions; application of law; protection of
employees; definition of employer.

Provides that the exemption for the Commonwealth, any of its agencies, institutions, or political
subdivisions, or any public body under Title 40.1 does not apply when expressly provided
otherwise. The bill defines "public body" as the term relates to labor and employment and
provides that for the purposes of various requirements related to the protection of employees,
the definition of "employer" includes the Commonwealth and its agencies, institutions, and
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political subdivisions, and any public body. The provisions of this act shall not become effective
unless reenacted by the 2027 Session of the General Assembly.
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Chapter 1067 Local law-enforcement agencies; firearm give-back or buy-back

programs.

Allows for any county or city law-enforcement agency and any town law-enforcement agency to
develop policies and procedures to implement either a firearm give-back program or a firearm
buy-back program by January 1, 2028, and annually thereafter. The bill enumerates several
requirements to be included in such policies. The bill also requires local law-enforcement
agencies to submit an annual report to the Department of State Police. The bill states that
proceeds generated from the sale or auction of a returned firearm shall be deposited into the
locality's general fund or used solely for the administration of the locality's firearm give-back
program or firearm buy-back program.

Chapter 1073 Home/electronic incarceration program.

Provides that any court having jurisdiction for the trial of a pregnant person or a postpartum
person who still has contact with their infant child and is charged with certain offenses shall
assign the offender to a home/electronic incarceration program unless there is probable cause
to believe that (i) the offender will not appear for trial or hearing or at such other time and place
as may be directed or (ii) the offender's liberty will constitute an unreasonable danger to such
person, such person's family or household members, or the public. The bill also provides that a
pregnant or postpartum person assigned to home/electronic incarceration shall remain eligible
for bond.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1078 Elections administration; certain activities or conduct prohibited at
polling places applicable to locations for absentee voting in person; prohibited

possession of firearm within 100 feet of certain locations.

Clarifies that the provisions of law prohibiting certain activities or conduct in and around a polling
place shall also apply to locations where absentee voting in person is available. The bill also
prohibits any person, with certain exceptions, from (i) knowingly carrying any firearm and (ii)
knowingly doing so within 100 feet of the entrance of a polling place, the building used by the
local electoral board to meet to ascertain election results, the building used to conduct a recount
of an election, and other additional locations used for voting-related and elections-related
activities. Under current law, this prohibition applies within 40 feet of such entrances.

Effective July 1, 2026.
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Chapter 1084 Possession or transportation of firearms, firearms ammunition,
stun weapons, or explosives or carrying of concealed weapons by persons
convicted of a misdemeanor hate crime prohibited; penalty.

Prohibits any person who, on or after July 1, 2026, commits assault or assault and battery
against a person he intentionally selected because of his race, religious conviction, gender,
disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, color, or ethnic or national origin and is
subsequently adjudicated delinquent or convicted of such offense from knowingly and
intentionally possessing or transporting any firearm or ammunition for a firearm, any stun
weapon, or any explosive material or carrying a concealed weapon, a violation of which is a
Class 1 misdemeanor.
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Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1085 Discretionary parole eligibility guidelines.
Requires the Virginia Parole Board to complete discretionary parole criteria guidelines,
described in the bill, for each prisoner eligible for parole.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1100 Vehicle weight limits; violations; owner of commercial motor
vehicle hauling coal.

Assigns liability for violations of certain vehicle weight limits for commercial motor vehicles
hauling coal to the owner of the vehicle in violation of such weight limits. Existing law authorizes
such liability to be assigned to the owner, operator, or both.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1101 Carrying assault firearms in public areas prohibited; penalty.
Prohibits the carrying of certain semi-automatic center-fire rifles, pistols, and shotguns or any
firearm modified to be operable as an assault firearm on any public street, road, alley, sidewalk,
or public right-of-way or in any public park or any other place of whatever nature that is open to
the public, with certain exceptions. Under current law, the prohibition on carrying certain
shotguns and semi-automatic center-fire rifles and pistols applies to a narrower range of
firearms, only in certain localities, and only when such firearms are loaded. A violation of this
prohibition is a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Effective July 1, 2026.

50


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1015
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1030
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1457
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1524

—

|

Chapter 1102 Possession, transportation, or purchase of certain firearms by

certain persons; penalty.

Provides additional exceptions, outlined in the bill, for persons younger than 18 years of age to
possess or transport handguns or assault firearms anywhere in the Commonwealth. The bill
also makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for persons younger than 21 years of age to purchase a
handgun or assault firearm anywhere in the Commonwealth. The bill declared that an
emergency exists and this act took effect upon passage.

Effective April 22, 2026.
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Chapter 1103 / Chapter 1104 Modification of sentence for marijuana-related

offenses.

Creates a process by which a person adjudicated delinquent or convicted of certain felony
offenses involving, or violations of probation or community supervision related to, the
possession, manufacture, selling, giving, distribution, transportation, or delivery of marijuana
committed prior to July 1, 2021, who remains incarcerated or on probation or community
supervision on July 1, 2026, may receive an automatic hearing to consider modification of such
person's sentence. The bill sunsets on July 1, 2029.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1106 / Chapter 1107 Purchase, sale, transfer, etc., of assault firearms

and certain ammunition feeding devices prohibited; penalties.

Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person who imports, sells, manufactures, purchases, or
transfers an assault firearm, as that term is defined in the bill with some exceptions, and
prohibits a person who has been convicted of such violation from purchasing, possessing, or
transporting a firearm for a period of three years from the date of conviction. The bill provides
that an assault firearm does not include any firearm that is an antique firearm, has been
rendered permanently inoperable, or is manually operated by bolt, pump, lever, or slide action.
The bill also prohibits the sale of a large capacity ammunition feeding device, as that term is
defined in the bill. The bill provides that any person who willfully and intentionally (i) sells an
assault firearm to another person or (ii) purchases an assault firearm from another person is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and that any person who imports, sells, barters, transfers, or
purchases a large capacity ammunition feeding device is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. This
bill is identical to SB 749.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1108 / Chapter 1109 Weapons; possession prohibited in a hospital that

provides mental health services or developmental services; penalty.
Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to knowingly and intentionally possess in the
building of any hospital that provides mental health services or developmental services in the
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Commonwealth, including an emergency department or other facility rendering emergency
medical care, a (i) firearm, (ii) knife with a blade over three and one-half inches, or (iii) other
dangerous weapon, including explosives and stun weapons. The bill also provides that notice of
such prohibitions shall be posted conspicuously at each public entrance of any hospital and that
no person shall be convicted of the offense if such notice is not posted, unless such person had
actual notice of the prohibitions. The bill provides that such firearm, knife, explosive, or weapon
shall be subject to seizure by a law-enforcement officer and forfeited to the Commonwealth and
specifies certain exceptions to the prohibition.

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1112 Driving while intoxicated; refusal of tests; repeat offenders; ignition

interlocks.

Permits a court to issue a restricted license with immediate installation of ignition interlock
systems for certain offenders charged with driving while intoxicated, refusal of tests, or repeat
offender violations. The bill also directs the Commission on the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action
Program to convene a work group to evaluate the provisions governing driving or operating a
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol and submit recommendations and a draft report to
the Chairs of the House and Senate Committees for Courts of Justice by November 1, 2026.
Current law requires various time limits of driver's license suspension for such violations before
a restricted license may be issued.

Effective July 1, 2026.

Chapter 1127 Expungement of police and court records.

Permits the expungement of police and court records relating to an initial charge when a person
is arrested, charged, summonsed, or indicted for the commission of an infraction, a crime, or a
civil offense and such person is not ultimately convicted, provided that no stipulation of facts
sufficient to find guilt was entered or the court did not determine the facts sufficient to find guilt
but deferred adjudication or disposition to a later date. The bill also permits that a petition may
request expungement of the police and court records for multiple charges arising out of
separate transactions or occurrences. The bill also provides that if a person was the subject of a
delinquency or traffic proceeding and was not ultimately adjudicated delinquent or convicted,
provided that no stipulation of facts sufficient to find guilt was entered or the court did not
determine facts sufficient to find guilt but deferred adjudication or disposition to a later date,
such matter is eligible for expungement. Lastly, the bill (i) allows certain deferred dispositions to
be eligible for expungement; (ii) requires the attorney for the Commonwealth, if he files an
objection to the petition for expungement, to include the factual basis for such objection; (iii)
provides that the unavailability of certain information shall not be a basis for refusing
expungement; (iv) requires the court, if it finds potential manifest injustice to the petitioner, to
order expungement; (v) provides that the existence of a prior conviction alone shall not be a
sufficient basis to deny an expungement; (vi) allows any person whose petition for relief is the
subject of an appeal to proceed under a pseudonym pursuant to relevant law; and (vii) allows
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specifically identified emergency or preliminary protective orders to be expunged. The bill has a
delayed effective date of December 1, 2026.

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS' SERVICES COUNCIL

Training Virginia's Prosecutors for the 21st Century

Chapter 1130 Possession of portable electronic device in district or circuit court.
Requires the chief judge of each general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district
court, and circuit court to set a policy regarding the use and possession of portable electronic
devices by visitors to the court. The bill authorizes such chief judge to condition the use and
possession of portable electronic devices upon certain limitations. The bill also requires that any
such policy be conspicuously posted at the entrance of the courthouse and available on the
Virginia Judicial System's website, the district or circuit court's individual website, or a local
government website that also has information about such district or circuit court.

Effective July 1, 2026

Chapter 1131 /Chapter 1132 Law-enforcement officers; restrictions on wearing of

facial coverings; exceptions; penalty.

Prohibits any law-enforcement officer, defined in the bill, from wearing a facial covering, defined
in the bill, while engaged in the performance of his official duties. The bill sets out several
exceptions to such prohibition, including protective facial coverings to protect against disease,
infection, and exposure to toxic substances and facial coverings worn by any law-enforcement
officer assigned to a special weapons and tactics team while engaged in the performance of his
official duties with such team. The bill creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any law-enforcement
officer who wears a facial covering in violation of the provisions of the bill unless the law-
enforcement agency that employs such law-enforcement officer has adopted and established a
written policy for and restrictions on the use of facial coverings. The bill also directs the
Department of Criminal Justice Services to develop a model policy for and restrictions on the
use of facial coverings by law-enforcement officers. Chapter 1132 also creates a new cause of
action against federal law enforcement officers who wear facial coverings in violation of law.

Effective July 1, 2026
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