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Beat the Heat With VCSCS Training Opportunities
 

A Message from VCSCS Director Donna Michaelis

The Virginia Center for School and Campus Safety (VCSCS) invites you to join us... in
the air conditioning (either virtually or in person,) to keep safety "hot" this summer.

In this newsletter, you will see resources, announcements, and training opportunities
from our higher education team, reminders about our eLearning opportunities for you and
your staff, an introduction to our new Pre-K-5 curriculum, and more!

​We hope to see you next month at our School Safety Training Forum, and as always,
thank you for your continued partnership in making Virginia schools, campuses, and
communities safer.

Highlighting Institutions of Higher Education

 
Title IX Training: The Four Corners of Title IX July

31 - August 2, 2024

VCSCS is pleased to announce that it will host a
three-day intensive and updated training “The Four
Corners of Title IX Regulatory Compliance." Title
IX compliance mandates continue to evolve rapidly
in extremely complex ways. Professor of Law and
practicing attorney Peter Lake, an expert on Title IX
and a well-known scholar in higher education law
and policy, has developed a model for a well-
ordered Title IX response system and continues to
tune that model to recent Title IX legal
developments. For personnel entering new Title IX

 

 

http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=6bcd9052-cf9f-4ccb-af15-d5dfbdd1a998


roles on campus, this training is essential for
institutional compliance. Experienced professionals
needing up-to-the-minute training are encouraged
to attend as well. 

Lake’s Four Corners of Title IX Regulatory
Compliance addresses the following metrics:

Organization and management;
appropriately trained and positioned staff,
website design, and self-evaluation of the
system.

Investigation, discipline, and mediation
including fairness to both the complainant
and respondent; potential challenges to our
systems in court, appeals, review; and
grievance procedures for staff and students.

Supportive measures; support services for
complainants and respondents, including
interim measures and advocacy.

Culture and climate management; surveys
and “checks,” violence prevention, and
“voluntary compliance” with the spirit of the
Title IX.

Register Now!

Did You See?

​The U.S. Department of
Education Released

Final Title IX
Regulations, Providing

Vital Protections
Against Sex

Discrimination.

Read it Here

 
Report on Best

Practices, Model
Policies and

Procedures, and
Legislative

Recommendations for
Campus Threat

Assessment Teams

See the Report

 

Mandatory Campus Safety and Emergency Preparedness Training

In 2024, the Virginia General Assembly passed Code of Virginia § 23.1-808.2,
mandating all public higher education institutions to provide first-year students with
campus safety and emergency preparedness training by the end of their first term
and biennially thereafter. This training, focusing on active shooter preparedness,
can be virtual and include various supplementary materials. Private institutions are
encouraged to adopt similar policies.

To support this, the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) offers
free "Civilian Response and Casualty Care (CRCC)" eLearning Training, available
in multiple languages starting August 1, 2024. This training, incorporating the
"Avoid, Deny, Defend" strategy and "Stop the Bleed" principles, is designed to
empower students to act as "Immediate Responders" during an active attack. In-
person training options are also available. For more information, contact Marc
Dawkins or Adam Keene.

 
Email Marc More Information Email Adam

https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/training-events/four-corners-title-ix-regulatory-compliance
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-final-title-ix-regulations-providing-vital-protections-against-sex-discrimination
https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2024/RD284/PDF
mailto:marc.dawkins@dcjs.virginia.gov
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/community-focused-training
mailto:adam.keene@dcjs.virginia.gov


Benchmark Training Spotlight

Virtual Digital Threat Assessment Training

VCSCS is the first in the U.S. to offer a unique opportunity in partnership with Safer
Schools Together and The International Center for Digital Threat Assessment to offer a
series of free, on-demand courses on Digital Threat Assessment®.

This training is essential for college and school administrators, classroom instructors, law
enforcement, and other campus and school security personnel to develop an
understanding of the growing role technology plays in today's threat assessments.

This e-content can be accessed via our Benchmark learning management system (LMS).
Simply log in and search “DTA” in the "Available Training" tab.

 
Access Benchmark Technical Support More Information

 
Data by the Numbers

http://training.benchmarkonline.app/dcjs
mailto:dannie.anderson@dcjs.virginia.gov
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/sites/dcjs.virginia.gov/files/law-enforcement/files/vcscs/vcscs_24-002_digital_threat_assessment_training.pdf


More Information

It's Not Too Late!

Join us for the
2024 Virginia School Safety Training Forum:

Preparation and Partnerships: Breaking Down
Silos to Improve School Safety

July 30-31 at the Hampton Roads Convention
Center in Hampton, Virginia

 
Register Now

New Pre-K-5 Curriculum

VCSCS announces "Be Safe Virginia", a program
designed to educate Pre-K through fifth-grade
students in Virginia’s public schools about essential
public health and safety topics. These lessons were
built in partnership between DCJS and James
Madison University, with the support of the
Chesterfield Police Department, the Virginia Office of
the Attorney General, and the Virginia Department of
Education.  

https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/threat-assessment-virginia
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/training-events/2024-virginia-school-safety-training-forum


 
Be Safe Virginia provides age-appropriate lessons
developed by licensed teachers and early childhood
specialists aligned with the Virginia Standards of
Learning. Themes range in scope from learning about
the role of community helpers and how to stay safe
during in-person and online interactions, to
understanding the impacts of substance abuse and of
bullying. 
 
Be Safe Virginia will be available to schools for the
upcoming school year and is
provided completely free of charge. This initiative is a
fantastic opportunity for schools to enhance their
students’ understanding of public health and safety, ensuring a safer future
for all. Keep an eye on the DCJS website and sign up for email notifications, as more
information on this program will be announced later this summer! 

 
Get Email Updates

 
SRO of the Quarter

Chris Pultz, Sergeant, Augusta County Sheriff's Office
 
This quarter, we take a moment to recognize Sergeant Chris Pultz for his
exceptional dedication and leadership as the School Resource Officer (SRO)
division supervisor for the Augusta County Sheriff's Office. With close to 20 years
of service in various roles, Sgt. Pultz exemplifies the qualities of an outstanding
law enforcement officer, tirelessly working to ensure the safety and well-being of
students and staff across 18 schools in Augusta County.

Sgt. Pultz's commitment is evident in his daily presence at the school, where he is
visible before, during, and after school hours. He often attends and supports after-
school events, which fosters a sense of trust within the school community. His
approachable demeanor and genuine care for the students and staff have made
him a beloved figure, as he regularly greets everyone with a smile and engages

http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/subscribe


with them during lunches and events.

Under Sgt. Pultz's leadership, the SRO program has strengthened the relationship
between the school board, the Sheriff's Office, and the community. His efforts have
been instrumental in creating safer policies and procedures, leading to significant
safety upgrades and improved crisis plans. Sgt. Pultz's expertise and proactive
approach have made a lasting impact on school safety and community trust.
Sgt. Pultz is a deserving candidate for this recognition, not only for his hard work
and dedication but also for his unwavering commitment to making a positive
difference in Augusta County’s schools and community. His high character and
passion for service are commendable, and his contributions continue to benefit
countless students and staff members every day.

Thank you, Sgt. Pultz for exemplifying the school-law enforcement partnership! 

 
Nominate an SRO/CSO/SSO

 

  
Attend Training 

 

 
Visit our Website
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