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The 2025 Virginia School Safety Audit
State and Regional Comparison
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Since 1997, Virginia law has required all public schools to conduct annual school safety audits (Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.8).
The audit process assists schools and divisions in identifying and evaluating physical safety concerns and patterns of student and
staff safety perceptions.

The Virginia Center for School and Campus Safety (VCSCS), a division of the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
(DCIJS), in consultation with the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), is responsible for developing the list of items to
review and evaluate as part of the school safety audit required by the Code of Virginia. Additionally, VCSCS has established a
standardized report format for school safety audits, reporting criteria, and procedures for report submission.

Since 2005, VCSCS has collected and shared school safety data for the annual School Safety Audit Program. The audit process is
reviewed and updated regularly to maintain the data's relevance.

Two components of the School Safety Audit are the school and division safety survey(s), which are intended to provide schools,
divisions, and DCJS with information on how best practices for school safety are being implemented across Virginia. The results
of these surveys provide valuable information on training and resources needed across the state. These surveys are adjusted to
reflect current trends and best practices and to gather data to inform policymakers.

Based on the results of the School Safety Audit, schools and divisions can develop responses and solutions to identify
vulnerabilities. These may include recommendations for structural adjustments, changes to safety procedures, and/or revisions
to the standards of student conduct. All data from the School Safety Audit is available to school divisions to assist with informing
their practices and guiding decisions related to student and staff safety.

Further information regarding the components of the School Safety Audit, as well as copies of the survey instruments, can be
found on the DCJS website at www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/virginia-school-safety-audit-

program.

The 2025 Virginia School Safety Audit State and Regional Comparison

This report compares state and regional data collected from the 1,952 traditional K-12 public schools operating in Virginia
during the 2024-2025 school year. These schools comprise the 131 public school divisions that completed the division safety
survey. According to the VDOE Fall Membership database, there were 1,261,387 students enrolled in public schools during the
2024-2025 school year. All divisions and schools participated in the 2025 School Safety Audit.

Note: This report is intended to provide examples of the data collected to provide insight and comparisons for school
leadership, school divisions, policymakers, and other school safety and security personnel. These are excerpts, as the entirety of
the 2025 School Safety Audit is not available for public inspection to protect the confidentiality of sensitive information and
potential security vulnerabilities, per the Code of Virginia § 22.1-279.8. Additional reports summarizing state-level results by
item can be found on the DCJS website.
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The 2025 Virginia School Safety Audit State and Regional Comparison

Regions are based on the eight Virginia Department of Education Superintendent’s Regions. See the map below.

L. STATE REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION
Number participating 1 2 3 a 5 6 7 8
Divisions 131 15 15 17 19 20 14 19 12
Schools 1,952 277 371 121 580 202 181 164 56

Virginia Department of Education Superintendent’s Regions
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School Security

Percent of school divisions with each type of safety/security personnel, 2024-2025 school year, statewide and by region.
*Respondents were instructed to select all; therefore, percentages will not equal 100%.

Percent of divisions with REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION

security personnel STATE 1 2 3 a 5 6 2 3
N=131

SRO 97% 100% 100% 100% 95% 85% 100% 100% 100%

SSO 52% 73% 93% 47% 68% 30% 21% 37% 50%

Private Security in the

550 Role 4% 0% 0% 0% 21% 0% 0% 0% 8%

Private Security 1% 0% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%

None 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0%

Schools where someone from the building has attended a DCJS SRO and Administrator Basic Course.

% of schools REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION

N=1,952 STATE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

No, no one from this

0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, [
building has attended. 35% 27% 34% 53% 26% 43% 53% 36% 41%

Yes, | have attended. 20% 18% 22% 19% 11% 24% 24% 37% 23%

Someone from this

building has attended. s 6% 6% 7% 6% % % 9% 9%
Yes, another

administrator has 6% 5% 5% 14% 4% 4% 6% 8% 7%
attended.

Do not have SROs 33% 44% 33% 7% 53% 21% 9% 11% 20%

Division policy on allowing School Security Officers who meet all the requirements under the Code of Virginia § 22.1-280.2:1 to
be armed.

% of divisions REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION

N=131 STATE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

SSOs are not allowed to
be armed in division

schools, and we are not 37% 53% 73% 47% 53% 20% 14% 16% 25%
considering changing this
policy in the near future.

SSOs are allowed to be
armed in division 11% 13% 13% 0% 21% 10% 0% 16% 17%

schools.

We do not currently
allow SSOs to be armed,

S 5% 7% 7% 0% 0% 0% 7% 5% 17%
but are considering
allowing it.
Do not have SSOs 47% 27% 7% 53% 26% 70% 79% 63% 42%

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14/section22.1-280.2:1/

The 2025 Virginia School Safety Audit State and Regional Comparison

Emergency Planning, Drills, and Response

Divisions using the following protocols.
*Respondents were instructed to select all; therefore, percentages will not equal 100%.

% of divisions STATE REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
itri;:g:;? é:;‘)’onse 73% 73% 80% 94% 68% 65% 86% 79% 33%
i;ae’t‘:s;d(s:h‘jlr)"f'cat"’” 63% 67% 67% 47% 74% 60% 79% 68% 33%
Percent of schools that activated some portion of their Crisis Management Plan during the 2024—-2025 school year.
% of schools STATE REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION REGION
N= 1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes (¢} (] (] () () (] (0] (] (0}
41% 43% 42% 38% 42% 44% 39% 36% 32%
No (¢} (] (] () () (] (0] (] (0}
59% 56% 57% 62% 58% 56% 61% 63% 68%
Virtual schools = 1% 1% 1% 0% <1% 0% 1% 1% 0%

question not asked

Percent of schools receiving safety-related communication determined to be a hoax, such as a bomb threat, swatting call, or

other concerning information in 2024-2025.

% of schools STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N= 1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes 10% 14% 11% 10% 10% 8% 6% 7% 16%
No 89% 85% 87% 90% 90% 92% 93% 92% 84%
Vi | schools —
Irtual schools 1% 1% 1% 0% <1% 0% 1% 1% 0%
question not asked
Percent of schools having Naloxone (Narcan) available for incidents of opioid use.
% of schools STATE REGION | REGION REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes 82% 76% 56% 83% 92% 85% 93% 93% 88%
No 18% 22% 43% 17% 8% 15% 6% 5% 13%
Virtual schools = 1% 1% 1% 0% <1% 0% 1% 1% 0%
question not asked
Percent of schools using security technology.
*Respondents were instructed to select all, so the percentages will not equal 100%.
% of schools e REGION | REGION REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
N=1,952
Bus cameras 99% 97% 98% 100% 99% 100% 99% 99% 100%
rHaa d’;g;he'd two-way 98% 97% 99% 99% 99% 99% 98% 94% | 100%
Surveillance cameras 96% 96% 97% 98% 91% 99% 98% 98% 98%
Mass notification system 95% 93% 94% 95% 95% 98% 97% 95% 89%
Electronic card access 85% 81% 76% 92% 92% 86% 90% 81% 80%
reader system
— <D
Z:eltci; electronic 84% 85% 93% 93% 90% 76% 86% 40% 84%
Panic buttons 63% 51% 64% 80% 71% 67% 56% 48% 45%

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services




The 2025 Virginia School Safety Audit State and Regional Comparison

% of schools REGION | REGION REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=1,952 | OIATE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
E::etr:f;k'”g systems for | g, 72% 78% 71% 85% 24% 41% 7% 29%
’:;snym”s reporting 58% 56% 52% 72% 69% 47% 57% 40% 54%
Electronic app
connecting to first 43% 43% 49% 39% 35% 49% 57% 51% 21%
responders
Security scanning
equipment (metal/ 39% 43% 73% 54% 16% 27% 31% 37% 68%
weapons detection)
:'eucrl:':fy”\i/& Lii\'/':lt:‘: 31% 28% 19% 32% 37% 45% 30% 24% 25%
z’::;oeor;o”e speed 24% 27% 34% 17% 26% 12% 17% 18% 7%
Electronic hall passes 23% 25% 22% 37% 23% 23% 24% 13% 25%
Vape detection system 18% 15% 8% 19% 11% 20% 32% 44% 39%
Percent of divisions having policies on incidents of antisemitism, anti-religious bigotry, or ethnic violence.
% of divisions STATE | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes 45% 67% 20% 47% 63% 45% 50% 42% 17%
No 55% 33% 80% 53% 37% 55% 50% 58% 83%
Percent of divisions with completed digitally mapped floor plans for their schools.
% of divisions STATE REGION | REGION REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes, at all schools 94% 100% 100% 94% 89% 95% 93% 95% 83%
Yes, at some schools 5% 0% 0% 6% 5% 5% 7% 5% 8%
N f
SC‘;'O"‘;T”Q otour 2% 0% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 8%
Percent of divisions with electronic key card access to school exterior doors.
% of divisions STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes 96% 100% 100% 94% 100% 95% 100% 89% 92%
No 4% 0% 0% 6% 0% 5% 0% 11% 8%
Percent of divisions with electronic locking systems that can be engaged during an emergency.
% of divisions STATE | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes, at all schools 42% 27% 47% 29% 53% 45% 14% 58% 58%
Yes, at some schools 15% 0% 20% 24% 16% 15% 29% 5% 17%
S'\'cc;{oa;s”o”e of our 43% 73% 33% 47% 32% 40% 57% 37% 25%
Percent of divisions with cameras that can give remote access to first responders during an emergency.
% of divisions STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Yes 69% 67% 93% 47% 79% 60% 86% 63% 67%
No 31% 33% 7% 53% 21% 40% 14% 37% 33%

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
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Training and Threat Assessments

Schools participating in the “Handle With Care—First Responder-School Trauma-Informed Communication System.”

% of schools STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Yes 44% 36% 40% 52% 46% 53% 35% 62% 27%

No 56% 64% 60% 48% 54% 47% 65% 38% 73%

Schools that feel they were able to provide sufficient mental health support for students and staff.

% of schools STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Yes 73% 65% 67% 69% 79% 74% 72% 77% 63%

No 27% 35% 33% 31% 21% 26% 28% 23% 38%

Schools with staff who have been trained in Youth Mental Health First Aid.

% of schools STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Yes 46% 45% 39% 48% 44% 52% 49% 63% 45%

No 54% 55% 61% 52% 56% 48% 51% 37% 55%

To whom schools have provided suicide awareness training.
*Respondents were instructed to select all; therefore, percentages will not equal 100%.

% of schools STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N= 1,952 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Staff 72% 75% 70% 70% 77% 61% 65% 73% 57%
Students 22% 33% 18% 21% 26% 14% 17% 13% 13%
Parents/Guardians 9% 15% 6% 7% 13% 7% 8% 1% 7%
None of the above 26% 22% 26% 27% 20% 38% 33% 26% 41%

Threat assessments conducted during the 2024-2025 school year.

STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
# of threat assessments | 25,222 6,991 2,907 1,449 7,824 2,922 1,987 596 546
% to others only 60% 51% 69% 80% 60% 60% 68% 67% 56%
% to self only 36% 45% 28% 18% 37% 36% 29% 28% 40%
% to self and others 3% 4% 3% 2% 3% 3% 4% 5% 4%

How the reports of aberrant behavior or threats were made for the threat assessment(s) conducted.
*Respondents were instructed to respond for each group. One threat may have been reported through multiple categories.

REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION

0,

% of threats STATE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3
Rmeeprg::rd by a staff 64% 66% 72% 73% 56% 64% 71% 57% 65%
Reported by a student 42% 41% 44% 40% 46% 36% 33% 53% 38%
:jggit:: by a parent or 5% 4% 5% 6% 5% 4% 6% 7% 3%
E:’: d”ij :;‘:]‘i‘titiz‘;c'a' 2% 3% 2% 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3%
Reported anonymously 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% >1% 1%

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
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Safety Audit Review

Top 10 issues identified through a review of audit components by divisions.
*Respondents were instructed to select all; therefore, percentages will not equal 100%.

% of divisions STATE REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
’;:Zi?;;e'sm/ Tardiness/ | o, 67% 47% 76% 68% 70% 71% 68% 75%
Mental health 37% 27% 33% 29% 42% 35% 50% 37% 42%
Bullying/Cyberbullying 36% 33% 33% 12% 32% 60% 36% 32% 50%
Disrespectful behavior 34% 47% 40% 29% 32% 25% 21% 42% 42%
Parent involvement 34% 47% 20% 35% 26% 35% 21% 32% 67%
Threat assessment 32% 47% 27% 47% 11% 35% 14% 21% 67%
Behavior
management/Student 31% 33% 20% 47% 37% 20% 21% 32% 33%
aggression
Camera coverage 27% 27% 20% 29% 21% 35% 14% 47% 17%
Aggressive behaviors 23% 40% 27% 18% 26% 15% 21% 21% 17%
Classroom disruptions 23% 27% 20% 12% 16% 20% 36% 16% 50%

Top 10 resources needed by divisions to address safety and climate concerns.
*Respondents were instructed to select all; therefore, percentages will not equal 100%.

% of divisions srare | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION | REGION
N=131 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Funding 65% 67% 87% 59% 63% 65% 57% 63% 58%
Training/Professional
dreav'gl'grg)in ;ztess'ona 47% 53% 53% 41% 22% 55% 50% 16% 75%
Mental health resources 43% 27% 53% 41% 47% 50% 50% 32% 42%
; .
inavr;:te;de“nctat'o” and 38% 47% 40% 59% 21% 35% 29% 21% 67%
ﬁ;?r;ajs/ Camera system 28% 27% 27% 29% 32% 35% 14% 37% 17%
Time 28% 27% 20% 35% 21% 40% 21% 16% 50%
i‘i‘#t'ona' counseling 27% 33% 13% 24% 26% 35% 43% 21% 25%
Replacement locks/ 0 o . . . . o 0 o
Dot repairs 23% 33% 27% 35% 11% 30% 14% 16% 17%
’::i';':::l' security 22% 13% 33% 18% 42% 30% 7% 11% 17%
z‘:z“;'gtézgem repairs 22% 13% 27% 29% 26% 35% 7% 21% 8%
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