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Back-to-School Safety Message and Resources

To coincide with the start of the 2026-2027 school year, the Virginia Department of Criminal
Justice Services (DCJS) Virginia Center for School and Campus Safety (VCSCS) is providing school
safety information and updates to support school personnel and law enforcement in their efforts to keep
schools safe and secure.

Since schools and divisions continue to have legislatively mandated responsibilities to enhance
safety and security and prepare for emergencies, VCSCS has compiled a Legislative Summary for
Schools to highlight pertinent Code of Virginia sections. Though not exhaustive, it should serve as a
helpful overview of safety-related legislation.

As you prepare for your schools to open, please take full advantage of all the support VCSCS can
provide, and be sure to check these school safety boxes:

U REQUIRED SAFETY COMPLIANCE TASKS

o

o

o

Complete the required School Safety Audit and process.

Conduct the triennial walk-through safety inspection using the Virginia checklist
(CPTED-aligned).

Confirm visitor management procedures and access control systems are functioning and
consistently used.

Ensure the School-Law Enforcement Partnership MOU is updated and posted on the
division’s website (if applicable).

Meet or exceed all requirements in the Virginia Legislative Summary for Schools.

U COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFICATION SYSTEMS

o

o

o

Ensure all emergency contact lists are updated.
Share safety protocols and reunification information with families at the start of the year.
Test emergency communication systems (calls/texts/emails).

Ud PLAN FOR A CRISIS BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER AN EMERGENCY

o

@)
@)
@)

Adopt the Standard Response Protocol and Standard Reunification Method.

Adopt “Stop the Prop” or similar campaigns to promote everyday safety.

Conduct tabletop, small-scale, and multi-agency exercises to strengthen coordination.
Ensure division and school crisis and emergency response plans contain all necessary
information by using the Model Division and School Emergency Plan and Resource

Templates.
Fully participate in all required and recommended emergency drills (bus evacuation,
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cardiac, fire/evacuation, hold, lockdown, severe weather, and shelter).
Include a 10-minute safety update at monthly staff meetings.
Reference VCSCS K-12 Resources and Curriculum and templates for safety audits, crisis
planning, and reunification.
o Request and utilize the age- and audience-appropriate Critical Incident Response
Curriculum.
o Review the division’s School Safety Audit reports and use the findings to guide planning
priorities.
TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL SAFETY
o Distribute Acceptable Use Policies to students and families.
o Provide clear procedures to report cyberbullying or digital threats.
o Coordinate with IT/security staff on device management and digital monitoring tools.
TRANSPORTATION, BUILDING, AND DAILY OPERATIONS SAFETY
o Ensure supervision plans cover arrival, transitions, recess, lunch, and dismissal.
o Plan for the safety of all individuals and utilize the Individual Safety Plans whenever
needed.
o Reinforce locked-door practices and monitored entry points during school hours.
o Review bus, carline, and pedestrian safety expectations with staff and families.
ENHANCE SCHOOL CLIMATE
o Review the findings from relevant Climate and Working Conditions Surveys.
o Encourage staff to complete VCSCS mental health and climate-related training
opportunities.
o Ensure every student is connected to at least one trusted adult.
o Promote inclusive classroom and schoolwide practices that strengthen belonging.
o Share information on reporting concerns safely and anonymously.
PARTNER WITH LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS
o Invite SROs, SSOs, and first responders to Back-to-School Nights, major school events,
and to observe drills.
o Maintain regular communication with law enforcement partners about school operations
and safety needs.
STAY INFORMED AND ENGAGED
o Maintain ongoing collaboration with VCSCS for technical assistance, training, and
support.
Sign up to receive DCJS/VCSCS updates and the Quarterly Newsletter.
Take advantage of the many DCJS training opportunities available at no cost. All
available training can be found in the DCJS Benchmark Learning Management System.
To register, create your account or log in here. For more information or help, refer to this
page at www.dcjs.virginia.gov/learning-management-system-lms-benchmark-analytics.

Your efforts to ensure a safe learning environment are appreciated. The Virginia Center for

School and Campus Safety team stands ready to support you in keeping students, staff, and visitors safe
at school. Please contact VCSCS for additional assistance.


https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/node/4972
https://vadcjs.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bJBmsqIP1OAl7Su
https://youtu.be/F5S32PTozAM?si=hxGHvCjMYrsAp7-M
https://youtu.be/F5S32PTozAM?si=hxGHvCjMYrsAp7-M
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/virginia-school-safety-audit-program
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/sites/dcjs.virginia.gov/files/Sample_ISP_.docx
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/programs/virginia-school-survey-climate-and-working
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/subscribe
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001lJQRN5NcYwnOQRMNJN8KgbyFxlTTpDCTZrV0b4pbSSy0R-WhHLJZQOD-0E8Zj1ePvTJnAtl4jA7lrtAJrmvDNnzvFlFi-7kw
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/virginia-center-school-and-campus-safety/vcscs-training
https://training.benchmarkonline.app/dcjs/signin
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/learning-management-system-lms-benchmark-analytics
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/learning-management-system-lms-benchmark-analytics
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/learning-management-system-lms-benchmark-analytics
mailto:vcscs@dcjs.virginia.gov

