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§ 19.2-12. Who are conservators of the peace.

Every judge and attorney for the Commonwealth throughout the Commonwealth and every
magistrate within the geographical area for which he is appointed or elected, shall be a
conservator of the peace. In addition, every commissioner in chancery, while sitting as such
commissioner; any special agent or law-enforcement officer of the United States Department of
Justice, National Marine Fisheries Service of the United States Department of Commerce,
Department of Treasury, Department of Agriculture, Department of Defense, Department of
State, Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Transportation, Department of
Homeland Security, and Department of Interior; any inspector, law-enforcement official or
police personnel of the United States Postal Inspection Service; any United States marshal or
deputy United States marshal whose duties involve the enforcement of the criminal laws of the
United States; any officer of the Virginia Marine Police; any criminal investigator of the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, who meets the minimum law-
enforcement training requirements established by the Department of Criminal Justice Services
for in-service training; any criminal investigator of the United States Department of Labor; any
special agent of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative Service, any special agent of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and any sworn municipal park ranger, who has
completed all requirements under § 15.2-1706, shall be a conservator of the peace, while
engaged in the performance of their official duties.

§ 19.2-13. Special conservators of the peace; authority; jurisdiction; registration; bond;
liability of employers; penalty; report.

A. Upon the application of (i) any sheriff or chief of police of any county, city, or town; (ii) any
corporation authorized to do business in the Commonwealth; (iif) the owner, proprietor, or
authorized custodian of any place within the Commonwealth; or (iv) any museum owned and
managed by the Commonwealth, a circuit court judge of any county or city shall appoint special
conservators of the peace who shall serve as such for such length of time as the court may
designate, but not exceeding four years under any one appointment, upon a showing by the
applicant of a necessity for the security of property or the peace and presentation of evidence that
the person or persons to be appeinted as a special conservator of the peace possess a valid
registration issued by the Department of Criminal Justice Services in accordance with the
provisions of subsection B. However, a judge may deny the appointment for good cause, and
shall state the specific reasons for the denial in writing in the order denying the appointment. The
order of appointment may provide that a special conservator of the peace shall have all the
powers, functions, duties, responsibilities and authority of any other conservator of the peace
within such geographical limitations as the court may deem appropriate within the confines of
the county, city or town that makes application or within the county, city or town where the
corporate applicant is located, limited, except as provided in subsection E, to the judicial circuit
wherein application has been made, whenever such special conservator of the peace is engaged
in the performance of his duties as such. The order may also provide that the special conservator
of the peace is a "law-enforcement officer" for the purposes of Article 4 (§ 37.2-808 et seq.) of
Chapter 8 of Title 37.2 or Article 16 (§ 16.1-335 et seq.) of Chapter 11 of Title 16.1. The order
may also provide that the special conservator of the peace is authorized to use the seal of the



Commonwealth in a badge or other credential of office as the court may deem appropriate. The
order may also provide that the special conservator of the peace may use the title "police" on any
badge or uniform worn in the performance of his duties as such. The order may also provide that
a special conservator of the peace who has completed the minimum training standards
established by the Department of Criminal Justice Services, has the authority to affect arrests,
using up to the same amount of force as would be allowed to a law-enforcement officer
employed by the Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions when making a lawful
arrest. The order also may (a) require the local sheriff or chief of police to conduct a background
investigation which may include a review of the applicant's school records, employment records,
or interviews with persons possessing general knowledge of the applicant's character and fitness
for such appointment and (b) limit the use of flashing lights and sirens on personal vehicles used
by the conservator in the performance of his duties. Prior to granting an application for
appointment, the circuit court shall ensure that the applicant has met the registration
requirements established by the Criminal Justice Services Board.

B. Effective September 15, 2004, no person shall seek appointment as a special conservator of
the peace from a circuit court judge without possessing a valid registration issued by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services, except as provided in this section. Applicants for
registration may submit an application on or after J anuary 1, 2004. A temporary registration may
be issued in accordance with regulations established by the Criminal Justice Services Board
while awaiting the results of a state and national fingerprint search. However, no person shall be
issued a temporary registration until he has (i) complied with, or been exempted from the
compulsory minimum training standards as set forth in this section, (ii) submitted his fingerprints
on a form provided by the Department to be used for the conduct of a national criminal records
search and a Virginia criminal history records search, and (iii) met all other requirements of this
article and Board regulations. No person with a criminal conviction for a misdemeanor involving
(2) moral turpitude, (b) assault and battery, (c) damage to real or personal property, (d) controlled
substances or imitation controlled substances as defined in Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) of
Chapter 7 of Title 18.2, (e) prohibited sexual behavior as described in Article 7 (§ 18.2-61 et
seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2, (f) firearms, or (g) any felony, shall be registered as a special
conservator of the peace. All appointments for special conservators of the peace shall become
void on September 15, 2004, unless they have obtained a valid registration issued by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services.

C. Each person registered as or seeking registration as a special conservator of the peace shall be
covered by (i) a cash bond, or a surety bond executed by a surety company authorized to do
business in the Commonwealth, in a reasonable amount to be fixed by the Board, not to be less
than $10,000, conditioned upon the faithful and honest conduct of his business or employment;
or (ii) evidence of a policy of liability insurance or self-insurance in an amount and with
coverage as fixed by the Board. Any person who is aggrieved by the misconduct of any person
registered as a special conservator of the peace and recovers a judgment against the registrant,
which is unsatisfied in whole or in part, may bring an action in his own name against the bond or
insurance policy of the registrant.



D. Individuals listed in § 19.2-12, individuals who have complied with or been exempted
pursuant to subsection A of § 9.1-141, individuals employed as law-enforcement officers as
defined in § 9.1-101 who have met the minimum qualifications set forth in § 15.2-1705 shall be
exempt from the requirements in subsections A through C. Further, individuals appointed under
subsection A and employed by a private corporation or entity that meets the requirements of
subdivision (ii) of the definition of criminal justice agency in § 9.1-101, shall be exempt from the
registration requirements of subsection A and from subsections B and C provided they have met
the minimum qualifications set forth in § 15.2-1705. The Department of Criminal Justice
Services shall, upon request by the circuit court, provide evidence to the circuit court of such
employment prior to appointing an individual special conservator of the peace. The employing
agency shall notify the circuit court within 30 days after the date such individual has left
employment and all powers of the special conservator of the peace shall be void. Failure to
provide such notification shall be punishable by a fine of $250 plus an additional $50 per day for
each day such notice is not provided.

E. When the application is made, the circuit court shall specify in the order of appointment the
name of the applicant authorized under subsection A and the geographic jurisdiction of the
special conservator of the peace. Court appointments shall be limited to the judicial circuit
wherein application has been made. In the case of a corporation or other business, the court
appointment may also include, for good cause shown, any real property owned or leased by the
corporation or business, including any subsidiaries, in other specifically named cities and
counties, but shall provide that the powers of the special conservator of the peace do not extend
beyond the boundaries of such real property. Effective July 1, 2004, the clerk of the appointing
circuit court shall transmit a copy of the order of appointment that shall specify the following
information: the person's complete name, address, date of birth, social security number, gender,
race, height, weight, color of hair, color of eyes, firearm authority or limitation as set forth in
subsection F, date of the order, and other information as may be required by the Department of
State Police. The Department of State Police shall enter the person's name and other information
into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52. The Department of State Police may charge a
fee not to exceed $10 to cover its costs associated with processing these orders. Each special
conservator of the peace so appointed on application shall present his credentials to the chief of
police or sheriff or his designee of all jurisdictions where he has conservator powers. If his
powers are limited to certain areas owned or leased by a corporation or business, he shall also
provide notice of the exact physical addresses of those areas. Each special conservator shall
provide a temporary registration letter issued by the Department of Criminal Justice Services
prior to seeking an appointment by the circuit court. Once the applicant receives the appointment
from the circuit court the applicant shall file the appointment order with the Department of

Criminal Justice Services in order to receive his special conservator of the peace photo
registration card.

If any such special conservator of the peace is the employee, agent or servant of another, his
appointment as special conservator of the peace shall not relieve his employer, principal or
master, from civil liability to another arising out of any wrongful action or conduct committed by
such special conservator of the peace while within the scope of his employment.



Effective July 1, 2002, no person employed by a local school board as a school security officer,
as defined in § 9.1-101, shall be eligible for appointment as a conservator for purposes of
maintaining safety in a public school in the Commonwealth. All appointments of special
conservators of the peace granted to school security officers as defined in § 9.1-101 prior to July
1, 2002 are void.

F. The court may limit or prohibit the carrying of weapons by any special conservator of the
peace initially appointed on or after July 1, 1996, while the appointee is within the scope of his
employment as such.



§ 19.2-74. Issuance and service of summons in place of warrant in misdemeanor case;
issuance of summons by special policemen and conservators of the peace.

A. 1. Whenever any person is detained by or is in the custody of an arresting officer for any
violation committed in such officer's presence which offense is a violation of any county, city or
town ordinance or of any provision of this Code punishable as a Class 1 or Class 2 misdemeanor
or any other misdemeanor for which he may receive a jail sentence, except as otherwise provided
in Title 46.2, or for offenses listed in subsection D of § 19.2-81, or an arrest on a warrant
charging an offense for which a summons may be issued, and when specifically authorized by
the judicial officer issuing the warrant, the arresting officer shall take the name and address of
such person and issue a summons or otherwise notify him in writing to appear at a time and place
to be specified in such summons or notice. Upon the giving by such person of his written
promise to appear at such time and place, the officer shall forthwith release him from custody.
However, if any such person shall fail or refuse to discontinue the unlawful act, the officer may
proceed according to the provisions of § 19.2-82.

Anything in this section to the contrary notwithstanding, if any person is believed by the
arresting officer to be likely to disregard a summons issued under the provisions of this
subsection, or if any person is reasonably believed by the arresting officer to be likely to cause
harm to himself or to any other person, a magistrate or other issuing authority having jurisdiction
shall proceed according to the provisions of § 19.2-82.

2. Whenever any person is detained by or is in the custody of an arresting officer for a violation
of any county, city, or town ordinance or of any provision of this Code, punishable as a Class 3
or Class 4 misdemeanor or any other misdemeanor for which he cannot receive a jail sentence,
except as otherwise provided in Title 46.2, or to the offense of public drunkenness as defined in
§ 18.2-388, the arresting officer shall take the name and address of such person and issue a
summons or otherwise notify him in writing to appear at a time and place to be specified in such
summons or notice. Upon the giving of such person of his written promise to appear at such time
and place, the officer shall forthwith release him from custody. However, if any such person
shall fail or refuse to discontinue the unfawful act, the officer may proceed according to the
provisions of § 19.2-82.

3. Any person so summoned shall not be held in custody after the issuance of such summons for
the purpose of complying with the requirements of Chapter 23 (§ 19.2-387 et seq.) of this title.
Reports to the Central Criminal Records Exchange concerning such persons shall be made after a
disposition of guilt is entered as provided for in § 19.2-390.

Any person refusing to give such written promise to appear under the provisions of this section
shall be taken immediately by the arresting or other police officer before a magistrate or other
issuing authority having jurisdiction, who shall proceed according to provisions of § 19.2-82.

Any person who willfully violates his written promise to appear, given in accordance with this
section, shall be treated in accordance with the provisions of § 19.2-128, regardless of the
disposition of, and in addition to, the charge upon which he was originally arrested.



Any person charged with committing any violation of § 18.2-407 may be arrested and
immediately brought before a magistrate who shall proceed as provided in § 19.2-82.

B. Special policemen of the counties as provided in § 15.2-1737, special policemen or
conservators of the peace appointed under Chapter 2 (§ 19.2-12 et seq.) of this title and special
policemen appointed by authority of a city's charter may issue summonses pursuant to this
section, if such officers are in uniform, or displaying a badge of office. On application, the chief
law-enforcement officer of the county or city shall supply each officer with a supply of summons

forms, for which such officer shall account pursuant to regulation of such chief law-enforcement
officer.

C. The summons used by a law-enforcement officer pursuant to this section shall be in form the

same as the uniform summons for motor vehicle law violations as prescribed pursuant to § 46.2-
388.



§ 19.2-81. Arrest without warrant authorized in certain cases.

A. The following officers shall have the powers of arrest as provided in this section:
1. Members of the State Police force of the Commonwealth;

2. Sheriffs of the various counties and cities, and their deputies;

3. Members of any county police force or any duly constituted police force of any city or town of
the Commonwealth;

4. The Commissioner, members and employees of the Marine Resources Commission granted
the power of arrest pursuant to § 28.2-900;

5. Regular conservation police officers appointed pursuant to § 29.1-200;

6. United States Coast Guard and United States Coast Guard Reserve commissioned, warrant,
and petty officers authorized under § 29.1-205 to make arrests;

7. The special policemen of the counties as provided by § 15.2-1737, provided such officers are
in uniform, or displaying a badge of office;

8. Conservation officers appointed pursuant to § 10.1-115;

9. Full-time sworn members of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor Vehicles
appointed pursuant to § 46.2-217;

10. Special agents of the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control; and
11. Campus police officers appointed under Chapter 17 (§ 23-232 et seq.) of Title 23.

B. Such officers may arrest without a warrant any person who commits any crime in the presence
of the officer and any person whom he has reasonable grounds or probable cause to suspect of
having committed a felony not in his presence.

Such officers may arrest without a warrant any person whom the officer has probable cause to
suspect of operating any watercraft or motorboat while (1) intoxicated in violation of subsection
B of § 29.1-738 or a substantially similar ordinance of any county, city, or town in the
Commonwealth or (ii) in violation of an order issued pursuant to § 29.1-738.4 and may thereafter
transfer custody of the person arrested to another officer, who may obtain a warrant based upon
statements made to him by the arresting officer.

C. (Effective until July 1, 2014) Any such officer may, at the scene of any accident involving a
motor vehicle, watercraft as defined in § 29.1-712 or motorboat, or at any hospital or medical
facility to which any person involved in such accident has been transported, or in the
apprehension of any person charged with the theft of any motor vehicle, on any of the highways



or waters of the Commonwealth, upon reasonable grounds to believe, based upon personal
investigation, including information obtained from eyewitnesses, that a crime has been
committed by any person then and there present, apprehend such person without a warrant of
arrest. For purposes of this section, "the scene of any accident” shall include a reasonable
location where a vehicle or person involved in an accident has been moved at the direction of a
law-enforcement officer to facilitate the clearing of the highway or to ensure the safety of the
motoring public.

C. (Effective July 1, 2014) Any such officer may, at the scene of any accident involving a motor
vehicle, watercraft as defined in § 29.1-733.2 or motorboat, or at any hospital or medical facility
to which any person involved in such accident has been transported, or in the apprehension of
any person charged with the theft of any motor vehicle, on any of the highways or waters of the
Commonwealth, upon reasonable grounds to believe, based upon personal investigation,
including information obtained from eyewitnesses, that a crime has been committed by any
person then and there present, apprehend such person without a warrant of arrest. For purposes
of this section, "the scene of any accident” shall include a reasonable location where a vehicle or
person involved in an accident has been moved at the direction of a law-enforcement officer to
facilitate the clearing of the highway or to ensure the safety of the motoring public.

D. Such officers may, within three hours of the alleged offense, arrest without a warrant at any
location any person whom the officer has probable cause to suspect of driving or operating a
motor vehicle, watercraft or motorboat while intoxicated in violation of § 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1,
46.2-341.24, or subsection B of § 29.1-738; or a substantially similar ordinance of any county,
city, or town in the Commonwealth, whether or not the offense was committed in such officer's
presence. Such officers may, within three hours of the alleged offense, arrest without a warrant at
any location any person whom the officer has probable cause to suspect of operating a watercraft
or motorboat in violation of an order issued pursuant to § 29.1-738.4, whether or not the offense
was committed in such officer's presence.

E. Such officers may arrest, without a warrant or a capias, persons duly charged with a crime in
another jurisdiction upon receipt of a photocopy of a warrant or a capias, telegram, computer
printout, facsimile printout, a radio, telephone or teletype message, in which photocopy of a
warrant, telegram, computer printout, facsimile printout, radio, telephone or teletype message
shall be given the name or a reasonably accurate description of such person wanted and the crime
alleged.

F. Such officers may arrest, without a warrant or a capias, for an alleged misdemeanor not
committed in his presence when the officer receives a radio message from his department or
other law-enforcement agency within the Commonwealth that a warrant or capias for such
offense is on file.

G. Such officers may also arrest without a warrant for an alleged misdemeanor not committed in
their presence involving (i) shoplifting in violation of § 18.2-96 or 18.2-103 or a similar local
ordinance, (ii) carrying a weapon on school property in violation of § 18.2-308.1, (iii) assault and
battery, (iv) brandishing a firearm in violation of § 18.2-282, or (v) destruction of property in
violation of § 18.2-137, when such property is located on premises used for business or




commercial purposes, or a similar local ordinance, when any such arrest is based on probable
cause upon reasonable complaint of the person who observed the alleged offense. The arresting
officer may issue a summons to any person arrested under this section for a misdemeanor
violation involving shoplifting.

§ 19.2-82. Procedure upon arrest without warrant.

A. A person arrested without a warrant shall be brought forthwith before a magistrate or other
issuing authority having jurisdiction who shall proceed to examine the officer making the arrest
under oath. If the magistrate or other issuing authority having jurisdiction has lawful probable
cause upon which to believe that a criminal offense has been committed, and that the person
arrested has committed such offense, he shall issue either a warrant under the provisions of §
19.2-72 or a summons under the provisions of § 19.2-73.

As used in this section the term "brought before a magistrate or other issuing authority having
Jurisdiction" shall include a personal appearance before such authority or any two-way electronic
video and audio communication meeting the requirements of § 19.2-3.1, in order that the accused
and the arresting officer may simultaneously see and speak to such magistrate or authority. If

electronic means are used, any documents filed may be transmitted in accordance with § 19.2-
3.1

If a warrant is issued the case shall thereafter be disposed of under the provisions of §§ 19.2-183
through 19.2-190, if the issuing officer is a judge; under the provisions of §§ 19.2-119 through
19.2-134, if the issuing officer is a magistrate or other issuing officer having jurisdiction.

If such warrant or summons is not issued, the person so arrested shall be released.

B. A warrant may be issued pursuant to this section, where the person has been arrested in
accordance with § 19.2-81.6, and the magistrate or other issuing authority examines the officer
making the arrest under oath, and finds lawful probable cause to believe the arrested individual
meets the conditions of clauses (i) and (ii) of § 19.2-81.6. If such warrant is issued, it shall recite
§ 19.2-81.6 and the applicable violation of federal criminal law previously confirmed with
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Upon the person being taken into federal custody, such
state warrant shall be dismissed. Any warrant issued under this subsection shall expire within 72
hours, or when the person is taken into federal custody, whichever occurs first. Recurrent
applications for a warrant under this subsection shall not be permitted within a six-month period
except where confirmation has been received from Immigration and Customs Enforcement that
the arrested person will be taken into federal custody.



§ 9.1-101. Definitions.

As used in this chapter or in Chapter 23 (§ 19.2-387 et seq.) of Title 19.2, unless the context
requires a different meaning:

"Administration of criminal justice" means performance of any activity directly involving the
detection, apprehension, detention, pretrial release, post-trial release, prosecution, adjudication,
correcticnal supervision, or rehabilitation of accused persons or criminal offenders ot the
collection, storage, and dissemination of criminal history record information.

"Board" means the Criminal Justice Services Board.

"Conviction data" means information in the custody of any criminal justice agency relating to a
judgment of conviction, and the consequences arising therefrom, in any court.

"Correctional status information" means records and data concerning each condition of a
convicted person's custodial status, including probation, confinement, work release, study
release, escape, or termination of custody through expiration of sentence, parole, pardon, or court
decision.

"Criminal history record information" means records and data collected by criminal justice
agencies on adult individuals consisting of identifiable descriptions and notations of arrests,
detentions, indictments, informations, or other formal charges, and any disposition arising
therefrom. The term shall not include juvenile record information which is controlled by Chapter
11 (§ 16.1-226 et seq.) of Title 16.1, criminal justice intelligence information, criminal justice
investigative information, or correctional status information.

"Criminal justice agency” means (i) a court or any other governmental agency or subunit thereof
which as its principal function performs the administration of criminal Jjustice and any other
agency or subunit thereof which performs criminal justice activities, but only to the extent that it
does so; (ii) for the purposes of Chapter 23 (§ 19.2-387 et seq.) of Title 19.2, any private
corporation or agency which, within the context of its criminal Justice activities, employs officers
appointed under § 15.2-1737, or special conservators of the peace or special policemen
appointed under Chapter 2 (§ 19.2-12 et seq.) of Title 19.2, provided that (a) such private
corporation or agency requires its officers, special conservators or special policemen to meet
compulsory training standards established by the Criminal Justice Services Board and submits
reports of compliance with the training standards and (b) the private corporation or agency
complies with the provisions of Article 3 (§ 9.1-126 et seq.), but only to the extent that the
private corporation or agency so designated as a criminal justice agency performs criminal
justice activities; and (iii) the Office of the Attorney General, for all criminal justice activities
otherwise permitted under clause (i) and for the purpose of performing duties required by the
Civil Commitment of Sexually Violent Predators Act (§ 37.2-900 et seq.).

"Criminal justice agency" includes the Virginia State Crime Commission.
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"Criminal justice agency" includes any program certified by the Commission on VASAP
pursuant to § 18.2-271.2.

"Criminal justice information system" means a system including the equipment, facilities,
procedures, agreements, and organizations thereof, for the collection, processing, preservation, or
dissemination of criminal history record information. The operations of the system may be
performed manually or by using electronic computers or other automated data processing
equipment.

"Department” means the Department of Criminal Justice Services.

"Dissemination” means any transfer of information, whether orally, in writing, or by electronic
means. The term shall not include access to the information by officers or employees of a
criminal justice agency maintaining the information who have both a need and right to know the
information.

"Law-enforcement officer" means any full-time or part-time employee of a police department or
sheriff's office which is a part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any political
subdivision thereof, and who is responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the
enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of the Commonwealth, and shall include any
(i) special agent of the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control; (11) police agent appointed
under the provisions of § 56-353; (iii) officer of the Virginia Marine Police; (iv) conservation
police officer who is a full-time swom member of the enforcement division of the Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries; (v) investigator who is a full-time sworn member of the security
division of the State Lottery Department; (vi) conservation officer of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation commissioned pursuant to § 10.1-115; (vii) full-time sworn
member of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor Vehicles appointed pursuant to
§ 46.2-217; (viii) animal protection police officer employed under § 15.2-632; or (ix) campus
police officer appointed under Chapter 17 (§ 23-232 et seq.) of Title 23. Part-time employees are
those compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing police
department or sheriff's office.

"School resource officer” means a certified law-enforcement officer hired by the local law-
enforcement agency to provide law-enforcement and security services to Virginia public
elementary and secondary schools.

"School security officer" means an individual who is employed by the local school board for the
singular purpose of maintaining order and discipline, preventing crime, investigating violations
of school board policies, and detaining students violating the law or school board policies on
school property or at school-sponsored events and who is responsible solely for ensuring the
safety, security, and welfare of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors in the assigned school.
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§ 9.1-150.1. Definitions.

In addition to the definitions set forth in § 9.1-101, as used in this article, unless the context
requires a different meaning:

"Special conservator of the peace" means any individual appointed pursuant to § 19.2-13 on or
after September 15, 2004.

§ 9.1-150.2. Powers of Criminal Justice Services Board relating to special conservators of
the peace appointed pursuant to § 19.2-13.

The Board may adopt regulations establishing compulsory minimum, entry-level, in-service, and
advanced training standards for special conservators of the peace. The regulations may include
provisions delegating to the Board's staff the right to inspect the facilities and programs of
persons conducting training to ensure compliance with the law and its regulations. In establishing
compulsory training standards for special conservators of the peace, the Board shall ensure the
public safety and welfare against incompetent or unqualified persons engaging in the activities
regulated by this section. The regulations may provide for exemption from training of persons
having previous employment as law-enforcement officers for a state or the federal government.
However, no such exemption shall be granted to persons having less than five continuous years
of such employment, nor shall an exemption be provided for any person whose employment as a
law-enforcement officer was terminated because of his misconduct or incompetence. The
regulations may include provisions for partial exemption from such training for persons having
previous training that meets or exceeds the minimum training standards and has been approved
by the Department. The Board may also adopt regulations that (i) establish the qualifications of
applicants for registration; (ii) cause to be examined the qualifications of each applicant for
registration; (iii) provide for collection of fees for registration and renewal that are sufficient to
cover all expenses for administration and operation of a program of registration; (iv) ensure
continued competency and prevent deceptive or misleading practices by practitioners; (v)
effectively administer the regulatory system promulgated by the Board; (vi) provide for receipt
of complaints concerning the conduct of any person whose activities are regulated by the Board;
(vii) provide for investigations, and appropriate disciplinary action if warranted; and (viii} allow
the Board to revoke, suspend or refuse to renew a registration, certification, or license for just
cause as enumerated in regulations of the Board. The Board shall not adopt compulsory,
minimum, entry-level training standards in excess of 24 hours for unarmed special conservators
of the peace or in excess of 40 hours for armed special conservators of the peace. In adopting its
regulations, the Board shall seek the advice of the Private Security Services Advisory Board
established pursuant to § 9.1-143.

§ 9.1-150.3. Powers of Department of Criminal Justice Services relating to special
conservators of the peace appointed pursuant to § 19.2-13.

A. In addition to the powers otherwise conferred upon it by law, the Department may (i) charge
each applicant for registration a nonrefundable fee as established by the Board to cover the costs
of the Department for processing an application for registration, and enforcement of the
regulations, and other costs associated with the maintenance of the program of regulation; (ii)
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charge nonrefundable fees for private security services training as established by the Board for
processing school certifications and enforcement of training standards; and (iii) conduct
investigations to determine the suitability of applicants for registration, including a drug and
alcohol screening. For purposes of this investigation, the Department shall require the applicant
to provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded, along with the applicant's
fingerprints, to the Central Criminal Records Exchange for the purpose of conducting a Virginia
criminal history records search. The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall forward the
fingerprints and personal description to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of
obtaining a national criminal record check.

B. The Director or his designee may make an ex parte application to the circuit court for the city
or county wherein evidence sought is kept or wherein a licensee does business for the issuance of
a subpoena duces tecum in furtherance of the investigation of a sworn complaint within the
jurisdiction of the Department or the Board to request production of any relevant records,
documents and physical or other evidence of any person, partnership, association or corporation
licensed or regulated by the Department pursuant to this article. The court may issue and compel
compliance with such a subpoena upon a showing of reasonable cause. Upon determining that
reasonable cause exists to believe that evidence may be destroyed or altered, the court may issue
a subpoena duces tecum requiring the immediate production of evidence. Costs of the
investigation and adjudication of violations of this article or Board regulations may be recovered.
All costs recovered shall be deposited into the state treasury to the credit of the Conservators of
the Peace Regulatory Fund. Such proceedings shall be brought in the name of the
Commonwealth by the Department in the circuit court of the city or county in which the
unlawful act occurred or in which the defendant resides. The Director, or agents appointed by
him, shall have the authority to administer oaths or affirmations for the purpose of receiving
complaints and conducting investigations of violations of this article, or any regulation
promulgated hereunder and to serve process issued by the Department or the Board.

§ 9.1-150.4. Unlawful conduct; penalties.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to (i) misrepresent facts in an application for registration;
(ii) willfully refuse to furnish the Department information or records required or requested
pursuant to statute or regulation; or (iii) violate any statute or regulation governing the practice
of special conservators of the peace regulated by this article or § 19.2-13.

B. Any person registered by the Department pursuant to § 19.2-13 who the Department or the
Board determines has violated any statute or Board regulation and who is not criminally
prosecuted shall be subject to a monetary penalty not to exceed $2,500 for each violation. The
penalty may be sued for and recovered in the name of the Commonwealth and shall be paid into
the state treasury to the credit of the Literary Fund in accordance with § 19.2-353.

C. Any person who is convicted of a willful violation of the provisions of this article or §19.2-13

is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any person convicted of a third or subsequent offense under
this article or § 19.2-13 during a 36-month period is guilty of a Class 6 felony.
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§ 15.2-1705. Minimum qualifications; waiver.

A. The chief of police and all police officers of any locality, all deputy sheriffs and jail officers
in this Commonwealth, and all law-enforcement officers as defined in § 9.1-101 who enter upon
the duties of such office after July 1, 1994, are required to meet the following minimum
qualifications for office. Such person shall (i) be a citizen of the United States, (ii) be required to
undergo a background investigation including fingerprint-based criminal history records
inquiries to both the Central Criminal Records Exchange and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, (iii) have a high school education or have passed the General Educational
Development exam, (iv) possess a valid driver's license if required by the duties of office to
operate a motor vehicle, (v) undergo a physical examination, subsequent to a conditional offer of
employment, conducted under the supervision of a licensed physician, (vi) be at least eighteen
years of age, (vii) not have been convicted of or pled guilty or no contest to a felony or any
offense that would be a felony if committed in the Commonwealth, and (viii) not have produced
a positive result on a pre-employment drug screening, if such screening is required by the hiring
law-enforcement agency or jail, where the positive result cannot be explained to the law-
enforcement agency or jail administrator's satisfaction. In addition, all such officers who enter
upon the duties of such office on or after July 1, 2013, shall not have been convicted of or pled
guilty or no contest to (a) any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, including but not limited
to petit larceny under § 18.2-96, or any offense involving moral turpitude that would be a
misdemeanor if committed in the Commonwealth, (b) any misdemeanor sex offense in the
Commonwealth, another state, or the United States, including but not limited to sexual battery
under § 18.2-67.4 or consensual sexual intercourse with a minor 15 or older under clause (ii) of §
18.2-371, or (c) domestic assault under § 18.2-57.2 or any offense that would be domestic assault
under the laws of another state or the United States.

B. Upon request of a sheriff or chief of police, or the director or chief executive of any agency or
department employing law-enforcement officers as defined in § 9.1-101, or Jail officers as
defined in § 53.1-1, the Department of Criminal Justice Services is hereby authorized to waive
the requirements for qualification as set out in subsection A of this section for good cause shown.

§ 15.2-1706. Certification through training required for all law-enforcement officers;
waiver of requirements.

A. All law-enforcement officers as defined in § 9.1-101 and all Jail officers as defined in § 53.1-1
must be certified through the successful completion of training at an approved criminal justice
training academy in order to remain eligible for appointment or employment. In order to obtain
such certification, all entry level law-enforcement officers seeking certification on or after July 1,
2003, shall successfully complete statewide certification examinations developed and
administered by the Department of Criminal Justice Services. The Department may delegate
administration of the examinations to an approved criminal justice training academy and may
revoke such delegation at its discretion. The appointee's or employee's hiring agency must
provide the Department of Criminal Justice Services with verification that law-enforcement or

Jail officers first hired after July 1, 1994, have met the minimum standards set forth in§ 15.2-
1705.
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B. The requirement for the successful completion of the law-enforcement certification
examination may be waived by the Department of Criminal Justice Services based upon previous
law-enforcement experience and training. To be eligible for such waiver, the individual must

have applied for and been granted an exemption or partial exemption in accordance with § 9.1-
116.
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