VSP’s Role in the

Appointment of Conservator
of the Peace

Major Tracy S. Russillo,

Deputy Director, Bureau of Administrative and Support Services

VSP Responsibilities

§ 19.2-13, paragraph B

» Requires the applicant to submit his
fingerprints on a form provided by the DCJS
to be used for the conduct of a national
criminal records search and a Virginia
criminal history records search.

» Record check conducted by the Virginia State
Police.
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Barrier Crimes to Achieving SCOP
Appointment:

Misdemeanors Involving:

(a) moral turpitude

(b) assault and battery

(c) damage to real or personal property

(d) controlled substances or imitation controlled
substances as defined in Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et
seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2

(e) prohibited sexual behavior as described in Article
7(§ 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2

() firearms

(g) any felony

.. §19.2-13 (B) Code of Virginia

3

VSP Responsibilities

§ 19.2-13, paragraph E

» .. .the clerk of the appointing circuit court shalil
transmit a copy of the order of appointment that
shall specify the following information: the
person’s complete name, address, date of birth,
social security number, gender, race, height,
weight, color of hair, color of eyes, firearm
autnority or limitation as set forth in subsection
F, date of the order, and other information as
may be required by the Department of State
Police. The Department of State Police shail enter
the person’s name and other information into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network . . . The
Department of State Police may charge a fee not
to exceed $10 to cover its costs associated with

orocessing these orders.
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Example of VCIN Confirmation of SCOP

VCIN REPLY
VAVSPO00O
RTYPE/HIT

MKE/CONSERVATOR OF THE PEACE
NAM/DUKE, JOHN WAYNE

SEX/M RAC/W DOB/19570425

HGT/510 WGT/200 EYE/BRO HAI/BRO

S0C/123456789

ADR/7109 STAPLES MILL ROAD 125 CTY/RICHMOND STA/VA ZIP/23228
FAI/Y CMP/REGIONAL SECURITY CORPORATION

1S0/20110912 RDE/20110919 EXP/20150912

FIPS/760 RICHMOND CITY CIR

VIC/C00569504 PMT/C760760CL113687

DTE/20110919

Volume of SPOC entered in VCIN as of July 1, 2014 = 818

~ Firearms authority data field

VSP Responsibility
Daily Comparison of VCIN SCOP Records
Persanal descriptors (name, sex, race, date of birth and social security
number) of persons contained in records of individuals appointed as

Special Conservator of the Peace are compared to records of persons
named in:

» Any new arrest reported to the Central Criminal Records Exchange
(CCRE).

*» Virginia Protective Order Files

> Virginia Mental Health Database (For those certified by
DCJS/SCOP Appointment Court Order to carry a firearm)

[~

Virginia's Mental Health Database contains records of persons who have
been involuntarily committed or agreed to voluntary admittance
subsequent to a temporary detention order, pursuant to Sections 37.2-819

and 18.2-308.1:3 of the Code of Virginia.
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Recommendations for
Improvement

» VSP notifies the issuing Circuit Court and
DCJS when an SCOP has been arrested, is the
subject of a protective order, has been
ordered into treatment, have been
involuntarily committed or agreed to
voluntary admittance subsequent to a
temporary detention order.

» Circuit Court should be required to notify VSP
and DCJS when the court revokes an SCOP
order.

Recommendations for Improvement

» Require courts use the standardized Circuit
Court Order

= Has all the data required to be entered into the
VCIN file.

> Provides a template consistent with the parameters
setoutin§ 19.2-13.

 Some SCOP orders are written by the SCOPs, their
attorneys, etc. These orders often exceed their
given authority.
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Sample Court Order
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Excerpt from a Court Order

10) The Proposed Appointee shali have access to Virginia Crime information Network {VCIN)
and the National Crime Information Center {NCiC).

15) VRN inc is contracted to provide Armed Security and Special
Conservator of the Peace for emergency response within the USRS Virginia for
property checks, static foot patrol and vehicular patrol as a vender contracted through

ittt iocsted at AR

16) DOPREEENERENERY i Is cantracted to provide Armed Security and Special

Conservatar of the Peace for amergency response within the SNSRI fc!
property checks, static foot patrol and vehicular patrol as a vendor contracted through

R, 5 (ocated at S
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Recommendations for
Improvement

» Educate the judges regarding the SCOP
issues.

» Get the Commonwealth Attorneys involved in
the process.

» Add a conviction of stalking §18.2-60.3 and
having an active protective order to the
Barrier Crimes (legislation).

» Barrier Crimes for SCOPs who carry firearms
should be the same as CHP (legislation).

Recommendations for
Improvement
» Implement a suspension process for Barrier
Crimes/Disqualifying events for pending
charges (legislation).
» Implement mandatory revocation for
convictions of barrier crimes (legislation).

» Require the court notify VSP/DC)S upon
suspension or revocation (legislation).
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Questions?

References:

Virginia Code Section 19.2-13
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+19.2-13

Court SCOP Application and Order
Wwww.courts. state.va.us /forms/circuit/cc1430.pd
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