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WHAT  IS  THE  

HEAT  

PROGRAM?



850,708
vehicles stolen

$7.5 Billion
in vehicles and parts

2024  STATISTICS
United States

Source:  NICB



IS  AUTO  

THEFT  STILL

A  PROBLEM  

IN  VIRGINIA?



12,033
vehicles stolen

$163+ Million
in vehicles and parts

2024  STATISTICS
Virginia



8,406
vehicles recovered

2024  STATISTICS
Virginia



WHAT  IS

THE  MOST  

STOLEN  CAR?



THE  ONE  WITH

THE  KEYS

LEFT  IN  IT!





DIVISION VII

WHO CAN

I CALL

FOR HELP?



▪ Program Coordinator – First Sergeant

▪ Two Full-Time HEAT Special Agents

▪ Seven Auto Theft Special Agents

▪ Program Support Technician

▪ Intelligence Analyst

HEAT  PERSONNEL

HEATreward.com



▪ VSP special agents are specially trained to 
recognize counterfeit VINs and cloned vehicles

▪ They are also able to help locate confidential or 
hidden VINs

▪ Each agent is equipped with OBD-II readers, 
bore scopes, hand tools, and VIN restoration 
kits

▪ Many are trained as Berla Vehicle Forensic 
Examiners

▪ They also have access to GPS trackers

EXPERIENCED  AUTO  

THEFT  INVESTIGATORS



A clone is 

usually a 

stolen vehicle 

that has been 

altered to 

conceal its 

identity.

Cloning 

requires a 

matching 

donor vehicle.
 

Cloned Vehicles

INVESTIGATION



Cloned Vehicles
(continued)

The donor is 

often a cheaply- 

purchased 

wreck that has a 

clean title.

The donor car’s 

labels and VIN 

plates are 

affixed to the 

stolen vehicle.

INVESTIGATION



• Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
• Law Enforcement Division

• United States Customs & Border Protection 
(USCBP)

• National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB)
• 1-847-544-7000 – Help finding CVINs

ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES



https://youtube.com/shorts/xYX_P4rWp3g?si=NAz9HbGAo9v8yIFU

https://youtube.com/shorts/xYX_P4rWp3g?si=NAz9HbGAo9v8yIFU


WHAT  CAN  

THE  HEAT  

PROGRAM

DO  FOR  YOU?



TIPS  TO  PREVENT  

AUTO  THEFT

https://youtu.be/yA6qSxUcO
94?si=jKGCQ_5G-QlsGONL

https://youtu.be/yA6qSxUcO94?si=jKGCQ_5G-QlsGONL
https://youtu.be/yA6qSxUcO94?si=jKGCQ_5G-QlsGONL


Individuals providing information 

leading to an arrest may be eligible 

for up to $25,000 in rewards

Visit www.HEATreward.com or call

(800) 947-HEAT to submit a tip

Tips may be submitted by LEO on 

behalf of a confidential informant

REWARD  FOR  TIPS



▪ Intelligence

▪ Prevention

▪ Enforcement

▪ Recovery

ANNUAL  HEAT  AWARDS



DISPLAY  VEHICLES

Out with the old and in with the new!



DISPLAY  VEHICLES

And we mean OUT with the old…



2019 Chevrolet Corvette



2019 Chevrolet Corvette



2019 Chevrolet Corvette



2019 Ford F-250 Lariat



2019 Ford F-250 Lariat





2020 Ford F-550 XLT



2020 Ford F-550 XLT





The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) etching 

process uses a chemical to permanently engrave the 

VIN into each major portion of the glass on a vehicle.

FREE  VIN  ETCHINGS!



VIN  ETCHING

STENCIL  AND  ETCHING  GEL FINISHED  PRODUCT

Find a VIN etching near you:
www.HEATreward.com/events



VIN  ETCHING

James City County



VIN  ETCHING

Norfolk Naval Station



REACHING  THE  

MOTORCYCLE  COMMUNITY



MOTORCYCLE  VIN

STICKER  SHEETS



COMMUNITY  EVENTS



AUTO  SHOWS



LANGLEY  SPEEDWAY

“HEAT Program Summer Series”



▪ Boy/Girl Scouts

▪ Senior Citizen Groups

▪ Car Clubs

▪ High Schools

▪ Homeowner Associations

▪ Neighborhood Watch

▪ Rotary Club

SPEAKING  WITH

CIVIC  GROUPS



SOCIAL  MEDIA
Facebook - #ProtectYourRide

@VSPHEAT



@VSPHEAT

SOCIAL  MEDIA
Facebook - #puffer



Hanover County 
Sheriff’s Office

SOCIAL  MEDIA
Facebook - #9PMRoutine



City of Richmond 
Police Department

SOCIAL  MEDIA
Facebook - #LockItOrLoseIt



SOCIAL  MEDIA
Facebook – Helping With Your Cases

@VSPHEAT



SOCIAL  MEDIA
YouTube

HEAT Program



FREE

STUFF!



Visit:

www.HEATreward.com

Available to all LE agencies

across the Commonwealth

The items can be picked up,

delivered, or mailed to you

HOW  TO  REQUEST

PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS



Awareness, education and anti-

theft technology have improved

Auto thefts have declined by

more than 27%

WHAT’S  CHANGED  

SINCE  1992?



www.HEATreward.com

QUESTIONS?
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