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Is sexual violence a product of
cultural forces?

Or is it caused by sexually violent
individuals?

Do we work to change the culture?

Or do we work to catch the offender?




A. It’s the culture
B. It’s the offender

C. It’s neither

AII of the above
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How do you change campus culture?

How do you catch offenders?

With great difficulty.




Is there a profile of an offender?
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No Profile of a Sex Offender

Lessons from a Foiled Rape

“He Took Out a Lithe Black Vial Then 3 Women Foiled Man's Attempt to Drug 1
Date, Police Say.

. You can foil a rape

lé e == do something
) —_ - 3. The intended victim
R thought the intended
rapist was one of her
“best friends”

2. If you see something,

No Profile of a Sex Offender
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Colleagues Express Disbelief Over Arrest of Doctor With Picture-Perfect
Life




No Profile of a Sex Offender
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So how do we identify an offender?

By his/her behavior.

How do we find out about an
offender’s behavior?

A victim reports it.




And a victim only reports it if she/he
trusts the system (i.e., culture).
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What does a college do when it
receives a report?

It investigates. Which creates a
problem.

How do you conduct what amounts to
a complex criminal investigation in
the context of a college campus?
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And to make matters worse...

Most sex offenders are
serial offenders.
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What percentage of
sex offenders are
serial offenders?
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Repeat Rape by Undetected Rapists:
% of Repeat Rapists

Swartout et al, 2015
Lisak & Miller, 2002 McWhorter et al, 2009  “derivation” dataset

63% 1% 75%
Repeat Repeat Repeat
Offenders Offenders Offenders
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What percentage of
rapes are committed
by serial offenders?
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Repeat Rape by Undetected Rapists:
% of Rapes by Repeat Rapists

Swartout et al, 2015
Lisak & Miller, 2002 McWhorter et al, 2009  “derivation” dataset

91% 95% 95%
of all of all of all
Rapes Rapes Rapes




folence and s, 0,17, No. 1, 2002

Repeat Rape and Multiple Offending
Among Undetected Rapists

Why has this
study been so
controversial?
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The Phenomenon of Serial
Offending

* Research on sex offenders spanning
decades

+ General criminology research

* “If 1,000 burglaries last year, how
many burglars?”

The Unspoken Belief:
Higher Ed Exceptionalism
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The Unspoken Belief:
Higher Ed Exceptionalism

The Stanford Rape Case

The Judge:

“A prison sentence
would have a severe
impact on him. | think
he will not be a
danger to others.”
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The Misplaced Belief:

Serial Offending Undermines
Prevention

w Oovid Lisak, Ph0.

2015: “New” Research on
Serial Offending

Trajectory Analysis of the Campus Serial Rapist Assumption




2015: “New” Research on
Serial Offending

KEY FINDINGS

RETHINKING SERIAL PERPETRATION 9
INSVRC
Ccosaw
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2015: “New” Research on

Serial Offending

rial Rapist Assumption

rapists down to
22%7?

How do you get the

percentage of serial

2015: “New” Research on
Serial Offending
Serial Rapists Re-defined

« Arbitrarily exclude attempted
rape from analyses

« Arbitrarily define “rape by
force” and “rape by
incapacitation” as only 1 rape

« Ignore subjects who admit
multiple rapes in a single year
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Does serial offending
mean we should ignore
culture?

NO!
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U. of Wisconsin Case - 2016

he Washington Post

University of Wisconsin
sex assault case
snowballs as dozens
come forward. ‘stalking’
list seized
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U. of Wisconsin Case — The Timeline

Oct 2016: UW student reported sex assault to
Madison police

Oct 2016: Same week, after word gets out, 2"
student reports assault

“I saw the news story and was empowered by
another girl being able to tell what happened
to her, and | thought | could now finally tell,”
the woman told the police.

Oct 2016: Madison police affidavit: “dozens”

of women had contacted them about alleged
acts, back to March, 2015

Oct 27, 2016: Dane Co. charges Cook with 14
felonies & 1 misdemeanor
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Suspect:
Alec Cook
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One part of our culture
that we must address...

To Be a Man Means...
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Resolute
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Community Protector
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Vulnerable

8/29/18

Y Qi

a4 A

Parental Instinct
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